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REV. CHARLES EDWARD VERMILYEA
1923-2006

Charles Edward,
"Pastor V," Vermilyea, |
age 82, of Toledo, OH,
went home to be with  §
the Lord on Monday,
June 5, 2006. He was
born in Brooklyn, NY'
on October 10, 1923 to
George and Katherine
Vermilyea. After
graduating from Baptist Bible Seminary in Johnson
City, NY on June 2, 1947, Charles married his be-
loved Donna Wylie the following day. They cele-
brated their 59th wedding anniversary. .

Over the years, Charles served as pastor in several
churches: He was ordained at Carmel Avenue Baptist
Church in Detroit, MI in 1948 and began his ministry
at First Baptist Church, Weston, MI; followed by
First Baptist Church, St. Louis, MI; Highland Village

Baptist Church, Racine, WI; and First Baptist Church,

Newaygo, MI. He also served as Executive Director
of Continental Baptist Missions in Grand Rapids, MI.
After retiring from full-time ministry in 1997, he
moved to Toledo, Ohio to be near two of his daugh-
ters and served at Emmanuel Baptist Church as Visi-
tation Pastor until 2005. Even though his illness pre-
vented him from continuing to serve as staff member,
he nevertheless ministered to others in various ways
and was known for his ready handshake and quick
smile.

His family will never forget' his godly example dem-
onstrated in part by his daily 5 a.m. time with the
Lord. All who knew him will miss his entertaining
stories about his childhood in Brooklyn during the
Great Depression, his quick wit, and heartwarming
prayers.

Charles is survived by his wife, Donna (Wylie); one
son and three daughters and their families.

The following is a comment at the end of the resume
he presented to the church when candidating for the
position of Visitation Pastor at Emmanuel in 1997:

"I am grateful to the Lord for saving me and calling
me into the ministry of the Gospel of Christ. Anything
that has ever been accomplished through these 50
years has been by the grace and power of God. I am
only a vessel that belongs to Him, and He has allowed
me to preach and teach the Word of God as well as to
visit the sick, shut-ins, and those with special needs."
o0

Widows In Touch

Theona Smelser sends this Story

“God’s Unfailing Love”

God knows when we need encouragement! One
day in our ministry in Lake Worth, Florida, Kenn and
I were feeling very blue and discouraged over some
church problems—so much so that we decided not to
attend a class pot-luck supper which we normally
would have attended. Instead, we sat down to a bowl
of soup.

The doorbell rang, and there stood a couple who
lived 50 miles south of us, former members in our
Medina, Ohio church. They visited awhile, not
knowing our needs, but to tell of their recent trip. As
they backed out of our driveway, they suddenly
stopped and drove back in. He got out and handed
me something as he shook my hand. After they
drove away we looked and behold! A $100 bill! A
token from the Lord which said, “Cheer up—trust
me—I will never leave thee.” Oh, thank You,
Lord!!!

Theona now resides in Maranatha Village,
Sebring, Florida

Do you Receive the Link? Or E-Minute?
If not, send me your address or your email address.

Hello, Ladies,

Summer is here and so is the first issue of WIT for
2007. You will meet some friends in this issue
whose mates have gone to glory in this past year.
May we be a network of prayer support for one
another. May we truly be Widows In Touch.

This weekend we look forward to the first of our
“company” arriving—our Denver kids and a couple
McCrum cousins—for a mini McCrum family reun-
ion. My mom is a McCrum, and she and Dad still
live next door to us. Mom will enjoy seeing these
nieces and nephews—and my kids will get better
acquainted with some second cousins—or first once
removed—however that goes.

Families are a blessing. I know you feel the same.
The next week we will enjoy a larger part of the
family of God when we attend the GARBC confer-
ence in Lancaster, PA. We always enjoy seeing so
many friends and “family” together. Some of our
Ohio kids are participating in Talents for Christ in
PA. Pray for these kids and for all the meetings at
the conference—that together we will glorify the
Lord.

Thank you for your love and prayers for our minis-
try in Ohio. You know, better than many, that with-
out the Lord we can do nothing. Pray for his ena-
bling and blessing among our churches.

Love, Pat

See Theona Smelser’s story
Of God’s Providence! Back Page
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REV. STEPHAN J. CURTIS
1943-2007

Stephan J. Curtis, 63 of
Lowellville, died early
Monday morning at his
residence, April 9, 2007.

Steve was born in Cleve-
land, on April 24, 1943, a
son of Raymond & Wilma
Skinner Curtis. He gradu-
ated from West Geauga
High School in 1961. He
then attended Michigan State University, and gradu-
ated from the Baptist Bible Seminary in Johnson City,
New York, with a major in Biblical Languages.

As missionaries with FBHM, he and his wife, Janice,
served as Pastor and wife of the Grace Baptist Church
on Oak St. Ext. for fourteen years. He first worked
with the Northeast Ohio Fellowship as Youth Direc-
tor and then the Bethany Fellowship while serving
among them as pastor at Grace. He was choir director
at the Bible Baptist Temple in Campbell.

Steve was also a semi-professional photographer, and
loved to read. He also enjoyed all sports, sailing, sing-
ing, and especially listening to classical music. Mr.
Curtis taught drivers training for the National Driver
Training School, worked for the former Wean United
for over 21 years, and drove school bus for several of
the local school districts, most recently the Campbell
School District.

He leaves his wife, the former Janice M. Maynard,
whom he met while working at Camp Patmos. They
were married December 27, 1968, two daughters,
Melody (Joseph) Whinnery of Marysville, Heidi
(Douglas) Chandler of Burton, two sons, Marcus
(Elizabeth) Curtis of Pembine, WI, Edward (Tina)
Curtis of Montrose, Pennsylvania, one sister, Carol
(Roger) Petty of Chicago, Ill., and six grandchildren,
Daniel & Kalista Chandler, Melanie Curtis, Nathan &
Joah Whinnery and Hosanna Curtis. oo

DR. JACK WAYNE JACOBS
1935-2007

Jack Wayne Jacobs was
born May 30,1935 in
Iowa City, Iowa to Gil-
bert and Lauretta.
While attending Des
Moines Technical High
School, thinking he
would pursue a career
in drafting/architecture,
Jack began speaking
and giving devotions at
local youth functions and in his local church.

Feeling God's call on his life for full-time ministry, he
headed to Kansas City Bible College. After his fresh-
man year, he married Nancy Kaye Quick, his high
school sweetheart. Their first son, Roger Wayne, was
born while they were there. Following graduation,
Jack spent a year at Kansas University before entering
Dallas Theological Seminary. Two more children
arrived while they were in Texas, Cindy Sue and San-
dra Kaye. After earning his M.Div., Jack earned his
Th.D. at Grace Theological Seminary in Indiana.

Jack pastored and spoke as God gave opportunity.

In 1965 Jack became a Bible professor and chair of
the Bible department at Baptist Bible Seminary in
Johnson City, NY. He served in that role for eight
years and added two more children to the family, Jill
Ann and John Mark. He also served as interim pastor.

In 1973 Dr. Jacobs accepted the call to Haddon
Heights Baptist Church in New Jersey. During his
seven years there, he and Nancy added their sixth and
last child, Keri Lynn. In 1980 he moved to Walnut
Ridge Baptist Church in Walnut Ridge, lowa, where
they served for six years.

From 1986 until his retirement in 2004, Jack pastored
the Grace Baptist Church in Westlake, Ohio. Though
he had impact around the world for 50 years as pastor,
shepherd, teacher, counselor, author, and Bible pro-
fessor, his family cherish him most for the way he

PATRICIA MADDUX

Patricia Maddux went
home to be with her Lord
February 12, 2007. She
had rheumatoid arthritis
for many years. As it pro-
gressed it became more
severe and caused many
other health problems,
which eventually led to her
death.

She served along with her
husband Larry, at Bethel
Baptist Church in
Pataskala. They started their ministry at Pataskala in
November 1987. During their ministry they helped
the church to relocate to a better location where they
completed a successful building program.

Before going into full-time ministry, the Maddux's
lived in Lancaster and were active at Calvary Baptist
Church. Pat taught Sunday school and was church
secretary there for a time as well.

Throughout her illness Pat was a wonderful testi-
mony. Many people have said how her love and
faithfulness to the Lord and her continual sweet joyful
spirit have been an encouragement to them. Larry
continues to serve at Bethel Baptist. They have three
adult children, Bruce, Brad, and Amy Beight. Amy
currently serves as pastor’s wife, with her husband,
Jamie, at Madison Avenue Baptist Church, Cleve-
land. Bruce and his wife, Debbie, are currently on
pre-field ministry, trying to raise the final 25% of
their support for their radio ministry in Peru. o

Jack Jacobs (cont.)

taught and modeled the importance of laughter, fam-
ily, marriage, and the unconditional love of God. His
family will cherish the lessons taught, memories
made and love shown by their husband, father, grand-
father and friend. His wife, his brother, and sisters,
his children, and 16 grandchildren survive him. oo

REV. LAWRENCE E. SHELLS
1931-2007

Rev. Larry Shells, of
Youngstown, Ohio, pastor
emeritus of Christian Bi-
ble Baptist Church, went
home to glory while at St. ||
Elizabeth Medical Center
on Tuesday, Jan. 9.

Rev. Shells was born Dec.
19, 1931 in Youngstown
to Harvey and Mary
Shells. He moved to Alliance, Ohio where he became
a member of Tabernacle Baptist Church. While at
Tabernacle, he served as superintendent of the Sun-
day School at the age of 12.

As a young adult. he moved back to Youngstown
with his family and in 1959 became a member of
New Bethel Baptist Church, where he served as presi-
dent of the Male Chorus, an ordained deacon and later
as a minister by Rev. Lonnis A. Simon. Shortly after
being called to the ministry, New Bethel Baptist
Church sent h1m to Central Bible College in Cleve-
land, where he graduated with a degree in theology.

In 1967, he was called to pastor Shiloh Baptist
Church in Campbell. Under his leadership a new
edifice was built. He remained there until 1977. Sub-
sequently he founded Christian Bible Baptist Church
where he served as pastor until his illness in 2003.

He served the community as president of the D & E
Counseling Center's Board of Directors from 1995 to
1997, as a juvenile probation officer for 14 years, on
such boards as Camp Fire Girls Council, Protestant
Family Services, Parkview Counseling Center and the
Mahoning County Caseworker Association, also as
member of the NAACP, Youngstown Area Urban
League and Precinct Committeeman for the 5th ward.

He leaves his devoted wife, Artesia Hawkins Shells,
whom he married Sept. 27, 1953; four daughters,
Sharon E. Davis of Rochester, N.Y., Atty. Lori
(George) Conne of Youngstown and Crystal D. Shells
and Stacey L. (Kenneth) Cheirs, both of Boardman. «



