Please share your stories or ministry with us.
Is yours a ministry of prayer? Tell us some of
His answers. Tell us how God is ministering
to your heart needs. Help us keep
"Widows In Touch."

When He's Not Coming (cont.)

(Continued from page 2)

forget the things that are behind us; in
other words, do not live in the past.
Rather, we are to reach ahead, realizing
that God, who allowed the death, will not
leave us here to struggle with loneliness.

Tears silently rolled down Lottie’s
cheeks when she reached for the hand that
was no longer there. She was alone with
the reality of her grief and pain. Slowly,
ever so slowly, she was able to tear her
thoughts away from “him” and focus her
attention on the One who promised to give
life “more abundantly” (John 10:10).
Lottie’s heart still felt as if it had been
torn in two, but she realized that in Christ
her life was still worth living. The road

Virginia's Viewpoint (cont.)

(Continued from page 3)

But as Richard, Steve, and Gini began to
leave the nest, the Lord called Virginia to
the City -- New York City. Virginia
serves as secretary for Children's Bible
Fellowship which features a camping
ministry for inner-city children.  But
beyond her '"office hours" Virginia
ministers to the mothers of many of the
campers, calling in their inner city
apartments, holding Bible studies.
Virginia has a peace that shines in this

"A Taste of Home"

should remind you of this year's
OWMU project.

Sounds a little like last year's project
(homes for gypsy believers in Romania),
but this year the ladies aim to raise
$10,000 to build five Family Homes
for Orphans in Zambia.

Save your "mites" in canning jars!
Come to the Fall OWMU meeting
Nottingham Baptist, Willoughby Hills,

to learn more about it.

October 22 -- 2:00 - 4:00 pm

"First Ladies' Tea"

That's what I like to call all Pastor's Wives,
and you will always be part of this group.

So consider yourself invited to our first
"First Ladies' Tea"
on Monday during our OARBC Conference,
during the first Workshop period.

That's just the day before the OWMU
meeting, so come enjoy both at Nottingham!

RSVP if you are able to come.

OARBC

360 College Hill Drive
Cedarville, OH 45314

(937) 766-5913
WarrenOARBC®@ juno.com
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Hello, Ladies,

I trust you are finding a way to stay cool this
summer. We feel as though our summer has been
more relaxed than usual. It was fun to have the
GARBC Conference right here in Cedarville this
year. Not only were we able to stay home, but we
were able to host nearly 200 of the pastors and
wives in our home for ice cream and cookies -- not
all at the same time, but over a period of 4 nights.

Earlier in June we also enjoyed one week vacation
in Vermont with our daughter, Janice, and her
husband and baby. In July we had one week of
Family Camp Clear Lake, Iowa. Dave taught
morning and evening from Hebrews. We could
sense the answer to prayer as several made
decisions. One of the more special ones was a 51
year old Lutheran lady coming to realize that Christ
had completely atoned for her sins. How freed she
felt!

August will find us on the road for three weeks.
We leave Sunday morning and will visit two of our
churches who have new pastors, Riley Creek in
Bluffton and Emmanuel in Toledo. Monday we
begin a Family Camp in Wisconsin, followed by
one week of vacation, which will include a
celebration of our Grand Rapids grandson's first
birthday. Then one more week of Family Camp in
upper Michigan at Gitchee Gumee. Pray that the
Lord will give fruit during these two camps.

Until Next Time,
Love, Pat

August, 2002

Inside Story
(written by Pastor's Daughter)

In a letter written shortly after her husband's
death, Marilyn Vaughan writes, "I find great
comfort in the realization that earthly
afflictions borne in faith will result in a
harvest of "a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory" in Heaven. (II Cor. 4:16-18).




When He’s Not Coming Back

A Story Written by Vicki (Kuhns) Keys, one of our Ohio Pastor’s Daughters, while she was an English major at Grand Rapids Baptist College.

Vicki’s article was first published by RBC in Discovery Digest, May-June, 1985. Used by permission.

Lottie dreaded the emptiness that would
greet her when she entered her apartment.
When the groceries were put away, she sat
down in “his” chair. Once again memories
tumbled into her mind, one on top of the other,
and the tears could no longer be held back.
“He” was not there to hear about how she had
enjoyed watching the snowflakes, what Mrs.
Holdt had said about her new dress, that the
young Browns were going to have a baby, the
great verse she had read in her devotions, and
what she had thought about giving the
grandchildren for Christmas. Life lacked its
luster, for “he” was longer there to share it.
Lottie’s thoughts floated to the past, when
there had been a hand to hold, a gentle smile,
a loving compliment, and a helpful suggestion.
He had ‘meant so much! But now life was no
longer complete; half of it was gone—forever.

Grief, sorrow, and pain are not wrong
emotions following the death of a spouse.
These feelings are normal; in fact, they are
necessary to the healing process. We have all
heard of persons who had a guilty conscience
because they felt grief. Some widowed
persons, feeling pressure from family and
friends who do not want to allow them time for
the grieving process, try to suppress their
feelings. But Christ did not condemn the
widow of Nain as she wept for her son; rather,
He had compassion for her (Luke 7:12,13).
Family and friends can help widowed persons
by encouraging them to express their emotions

without feeling guilty.

Grieving is a process that takes time. It may
last a few months for some, while for others it
may take much longer. The sense of loss will
probably always be present, but the actual
grieving must come to an end. A Christian will
better cope with grief when he realizes that
God brings experiences into our lives that we
do not understand. He has allowed these
experiences for a purpose—so that we may
become all that He wants us to be. A person
who has lost a spouse can use the opportunity
for personal and spiritual growth. We must
make sure that we “lay aside every weight,.
and let us run with endurance the race that is
set before us, looking unto Jesus. -(Hebrews
12:1,2). Grief can be, a weight that keeps a
person from focusing on the Lord. A widowed
person can find victory over grief by centering
his life on Christ, who can heal the hurting
heart.

Paul told us to forget “those things which
are behind and [to reach] forward to those
things which are ahead” (Philippians 3:13). A
widow or widower will have volumes of
memories that will often be pulled off the
shelf. Memories are precious reminders of the
person God gave us to love, but they cannot be
allowed to control a person’s life. Constantly
longing to hear that deep voice or catch that
endearing glance can be a hindrance if the one
left behind is obsessed with it. Paul said to

(Continued on Back Page )

Merle's Ministry

You can usually find Merle Brock with her
side-kick "Minnie Mouse." [You who read
the BMM Women's Magazine know I mean
Sallie McElwain.] Merle and Sallie travel
together serving the women of Baptist Mid-
Missions.

The Ohio Women's Missionary Union also
thanks Merle for her ministry to them in
music and writing. Merle may often be seen
at the organ at our meetings, but she has also
served as co-editor of the SPAN, the written
newssheet for OWMU. We thank the Lord
for restoring this dear servant to us after last
year's serious illness.

Our Grandchildren

William, Sydney, Matthew, Alec, Benjamin

News from Nancy

Nancy Payton and her husband, DeFElda,
served in the Philippines with ABWE for
many years but then the Lord brought
them state-side -- and to "our" side --
Ohio, where they were serving when the
Lord took DeElda home. Nancy then
began to assist in a church-plant in the
Columbus area for several years. In her
"retirement” Nancy leads the Women's
Ministry in her sending church, Grace
Baptist of Westlake.. She has started a
monthly group called Ladies In
Fellowship Together, or LIFT. Together,
they hope to break the "age barrier" and
be a real lift to one another. You'll also
find Nancy having a ministry to those in
crisis pregnancies.

Nancy recently had surgery for a torn
cartilage in her knee. Nancy, who calls
herself "Granny Go" is having to slow
down a little this summer. Trust you are

Virginia's Viewpoint

From being raised as a farm girl, Virginia
Fields affirms, "I love the city." How
does that happen? You know! God
molds you and changes you and gives you
a love for the place and people among
whom He leads you to minister.

Following her husband's death while in a
pastorate near Columbus, the Lord
brought Virginia to Cedarville to raise her
children near family and nurturing friends.

(Continued on Back Page )



