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A Word from the Rep

Hello, OARBC family,

It is hard to believe it’s already February. January has passed with its freezing
temperatures and snow. With that said, the ministry of the OARBC through
our churches and area fellowships is warm and encouraging.

Linda and | were at Tiverton Baptist Church in Brinkhaven this past Sunday.
We thoroughly enjoyed our time of fellowship and ministry. They are a
smaller group of believers in rural Knox county who truly love the Lord and
have a great ministry together. It was a refreshing time for us.

In December, we were ministering at Grace Baptist Church, Lima. You can
imagine our surprise when after the service | was called up to the platform to
receive an oversized check for $5,000 for the OARBC General Fund, which
was in addition to their regular monthly support. As you know, the General
Funds of non-profit ministries are often in need and the same is true of the
OARBC.

We appreciate the regular monthly support from many of our churches. It
pays for the salary of the State Rep and the ability to do ministry. We thank
several churches who increased our support this year. If your church is not on eyl
our regular monthly support team, please consider the OARBC in your Pastor Matt Oliver presenting 55,000
missions budget. check to Chuck from Grace, Lima

Men’s ministry is strong in Ohio with three conferences this year. Note the information on the front page. Click on the
websites given there for speakers and scheduling. Be sure to register your church to attend one of these conferences.

Rejoice with me for the gifts given to the matching Dave Warren Scholarship Fund. We have had many gifts from
individuals and churches, all in many different amounts. The $25,000 we raise will be matched by an anonymous donor,
but it doesn’t mean we can’t give more. Each dollar given over and above will go toward the Dave Warren Scholarship
Fund as well and translates into more scholarships for enrolled college students pursuing full-time ministry. Thank you
for your generous giving so far, and you can still be a part of this needed project.

We presently have twelve churches without lead pastors. We have two churches that have recently called lead pastors:
Washington Heights in Dayton and First Baptist in Niles. Each one is an answer to prayer. My resume pile is still lacking.
It is our prayer the Dave Warren Scholarship Fund will help our future pastors and encourage those called to full-time
ministry.

Read about our partnering camps, Patmos, Skyview and Scioto Hills and our partner Cedarville University. There are
exciting things taking place. Keep them in your prayers.

We were truly saddened to hear of the tragic passing of Cedarville University junior, Grace Maxwell, in the recent
American Airlines crash in Washington, D.C. As a fellowship, remember in prayer the Cedarville family and the Maxwell
family. On page 11, we have copied an article remembering Grace from the Cedarville website.

We appreciate Brotherhood Mutual Insurance and Church Funerals Direct. These companies partner with us as well and
have services worthy of your consideration. Contact info for Brotherhood and Church Funerals Direct is on page 9.

The Conference Committee for the Annual OARBC Conference is meeting this week. Mark your calendars for October
20-22, 2025, at Northfield Baptist Church, Northfield, co-hosted by Northfield and Christ Baptist, Cleveland. You will
want to be there. Begin praying now for God’s working and blessing on this conference.

Looking forward to being with you at your church in the future. Give me a call.

Chuck Pausley

OARBC State Representative



Ohio Women for Missions (OWM) N

W)

Ladies of the OARBC,

| want to introduce myself to the ladies of the state as the newly elected
President of the Ohio Women for Missions. | live in Barberton, Ohio, and am a
member of Norton Baptist Church for now 45 years! | am returning to this
position which | have held in the past. After serving approximately 7 years, |
stepped down from President due to the diagnosis of my husband’s cancer in
2010. | was grateful that Linda Luedeman took the position of President after
having served together as she was Vice-President.

This month it has been 14 years since my husband’s passing. The Lord has
been faithful and has always been with me as | have traveled my grief journey.
It was a journey of highs and lows both emotionally and spiritually. | have
grown in the Lord and He has given me a different purpose in my life. Ladies’ ministry and missions have always been
important to me. The same year that my husband passed, my daughter Alison and her family left for the mission field of
England to be church planters, another change in my life. Now missions was of a personal interest that had not been
there previously.

Margaret Warren, OWM President

| am now serving in my church as the Missions Director and facilitator for the Ladies Sunday School Class. The Lord has
prepared me for the position of OWM President, and | am ready to take on this responsibility once again. | do ask for
your prayers that God would use me according to His will and to bring Glory to His name.

| am looking forward to serving with Renny Snare, Vice President; Donna Victor, Secretary; and Elizabeth Bird,
Treasurer. As your officers we are looking forward to the new year and the events and projects we will be overseeing.
We are asking for God’s direction for the plans for the Spring Meeting which will be held at Skyview Ranch. Having
secured a meeting place, we are seeking God for the speaker and theme for the new year. Please pray with us as we
make plans.

Mark your calendar and make plans to attend:

2025 OWM Spring Fellowship "
Saturday, April 12, 2025, 10am — 1pm ék
Skyview Ranch °
7241 Twp Rd 319
Millersburg, Oh 44654
Cost $15, lunch is included.
Watch for further details to come.
Trusting God and giving Him the glory,
Margaret Warren
President, OWM
President Vice-President Secretary Treasurer
Margaret Warren, President Renny Snare Donna Victor Elizabeth Bird, Treasurer
24th Street N.W. 1120 Tinker Lane 2100 Springfield Center Road 1005 Ashland Co Rd 2256
Barberton, Ohio 44203 Proctorville, OH 45669 Akron, OH 44312 Perrysville, Ohio 44864
(330)604-1777 (419)979-2778 (330)203-3415 (267)218-0664
warrenpfs@hotmail.com rennyssnare@gmail.com cmvictorde@sbcglobal.net chefbird05@gmail.com

owm1929@gmail.com



Pastor Tim Mishler

WITH THE LORD

Pastor Timothy Wayne Mishler, 68, went to be with the Lord on November 25, 2024
following a 22-month bravely fought battle with pancreatic cancer.

Pastor Tim received his BA in Bible and MA in church history from Bob Jones University. His
entire life was dedicated to the ministry of the gospel of Jesus Christ in churches in South
Carolina, Georgia, lllinois, Massachusetts, and Ohio, with the last 30 years at Calvary Baptist
Church of Moffitt Heights in Massillon. His heart was full of love for missions, and he
treasured his trips to serve the Lord in Portugal, Singapore, Indonesia, Kenya and China.

Pastor Tim could often be found leading music at the church, singing in the choir, or adding
his trumpet playing to “When the Trumpet of the Lord Shall Sound.” His many hobbies
included following Cleveland sports, Ohio State, and collecting sports memorabilia, stamps,
and coins. His favorite activities were the times he spent with his family—on vacation, at
family gatherings, or playing golf with his sons.

He is survived by his college sweetheart and wife of 45 years, Vicki, five sons, and seven grandchildren, as well as his
Calvary Baptist church family who dearly loved him. Our thoughts and prayers are with each one.

Donna Bennett

Donna R. Bennett, 88, passed away peacefully in her home January 22, 2025. She was the
beloved wife of Pastor Robert D. Bennett for 60 years. They served together at Berea
Baptist Church as Associate Pastor and wife.

Donna grew up in a troubled home affected by alcoholism. Through the church, she and her
sister were given the opportunity to attend camp and it was there Donna received Jesus as
her Savior. It was through her testimony that her husband Bob came to Christ. They later
married, and together served the Lord faithfully in their local church. After their children
were grown, they took on a ministry role in Church Recovery, helping several churches
across the US. Their next ministry was representing Baptist Church Planters at churches and
Bible Schools. Donna gave devotionals in dorms, ladies’ groups and interacted with
multitudes of students. In 2008, they moved to Berea where Bob became Associate Pastor

at Berea Baptist. Donna’s life was dedicated to loving and serving her Lord. She was known for her exceptional gift of
teaching and loving children.

Donna is survived by her life-long friend and husband, Bob. She was the devoted mother of three daughters: Velynda
Wilson (Thomas), Kristine Linden (David) and Julie Woodring (Daniel); and a loving grandmother and great-
grandmother. “Well done thou good and faithful servant...” (Matthew 25:21).

Helen Urban

Helen Carol Urban, 86, of Massillon, went home to Heaven on
December 7, 2024.

Helen served alongside her husband, Pastor Ron Urban, at Faith
Baptist Church, Elida from 1978-1998. During those years she served
as church secretary and always loved children’s ministry. It was during
their ministry the church built the gymnasium addition. They remained
faithful members after Pastor Ron’s early retirement due to a stroke
until his passing in 2013. Shortly after his passing, Helen relocated to
Massillon to live with her daughter and was an active member of
Canton Baptist Temple in Akron.

Pastor Ron Urban

Helen is survived by her loving daughter, Ronda (Douglas) Urban Price; grandchildren and great-grandchildren. She was
preceded in death by her husband, Rev. Ronald E. Urban and son, Ronald E. Urban, Jr.



NEW PASTORS CALLED TO OHIO CHURCHES

Washington Heights Baptist Church, Dayton, welcomes Pastor
Scott Ryan as Lead Pastor. Pastor Scott, his wife Chrisina and family
have relocated from Oklahoma City, OK where he served most
recently as lead pastor at Crestview Baptist Church.

Pastor Scott grew up in a Christian family surrounded with Christian
teaching and attended church every Sunday. Though he did not
know everything as a child, he knew enough that in repentance and
faith he trusted in God and His son Jesus at a young age. /

Since Pastor Scott’s youth, he felt God’s call upon his life for full-
time Christian ministry. He graduated from Cedarville University,
spent one year as a short-term missionary to China, completed his
M.Div. at the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and has found
“my heart’s joy and passion is to care for the local church...”

Pastor Scott and Chrisina Ryan
Elijah, Sadriana, and Karis

Chrisina graduated with Pastor Scott from Southern Seminary with a Master of Divinity and has a passion for
women’s and children’s ministry. As a family, the Ryans enjoy sports and outdoor activities along with reading,
singing and playing board games with family and friends.

Emmanuel Baptist Church, Toledo, welcomes Pastor Jeff Burson as
Associate Pastor of Administration. Pastor Jeff did not grow up in a
Christian family but through the testimony of two believers he trusted in
Christ when he was a senior in high school. He sensed a call to ministry
while on a mission trip his senior year in college. He has devoted his life to
a ministry of discipleship. His wife Cathy came to Christ at a Fellowship of
Christian Athletes’ retreat in high school and was truly grounded and
discipled in her faith in college, as she got involved with the Campus
Crusade for Christ (Cru) ministry.

After graduating from the University of Toledo, Pastor Jeff and Cathy
went on staff with Campus Crusade for Christ (Cru) and served at Purdue
University in the campus ministry and then in Human Resources with
Athletes in Action in Cincinnati.

Pastor Jeff and Cathy Burson

Having begun his Christian walk in the church, Pastor Jeff left Cru to serve at a large church in Mason, Ohio as the
church administrator, where he gained experience in policy and procedures, facility maintenance oversight, over-
sight of administrative staff, and other business-related functions. His family moved back to Oregon, Ohio, where he
served as an Executive Pastor.

He is excited to bring his experience and heart for intentional disciple making and challenging others as ways to get
involved in what God is doing at Emmanuel.

We extend a warm OARBC welcome to Pastor Scott and Chrisina and family and Pastor Jeff and Cathy. May God
help you as you navigate the changes in your lives and may He bless you abundantly with wisdom and joy as you
serve Him in your new ministries.



Ohio Baptist Camps
Jon Casbohm, Executive Director

Dear OARBC Friends and Partners in Ministry,
Over 1,100 students experienced the life-changing impact of summer camp at Skyview Ranch and Camp Patmos in 2024!
What an incredible testimony to God’s faithfulness and the power of camp ministry.

This past year has been nothing short of extraordinary. Because of your partnership, God has expanded our reach and
deepened our impact in ways we never could have imagined. Not only have we had the privilege of serving and sharing
the gospel with thousands of campers and guests, but we also embarked on a bold new step forward —uniting Skyview
Ranch and Camp Patmos under one mission and one vision as Ohio Baptist Camps.

This strategic merger has allowed us to align our ministries, streamline operations, and establish strong leadership to
ensure both camps continue to thrive. Our commitment remains unchanged: to serve the local church and partner with
families for life-changing gospel impact. You can trust that Skyview Ranch and Camp Patmos will continue to offer Christ
-centered programming that encourages, equips, and transforms lives.

Now, more than ever, we believe camp ministry is vital. In a world filled with distractions and uncertainty, camp provides
a place where young people can encounter God in a real and personal way. Camp still works. God is still moving. And
together, we are making an eternal difference.

Thank you for your faithful support, your prayers, and your belief in the mission of camp ministry. The support we receive
from your church is essential to our ongoing success.

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR SUMMER CAMP! Register soon and receive $25 off your registration price!
Check out www.skyviewranch.org or www.camppatmos.com or call 1-866-SVR-OHIO or 419-746-2214

Ohio Baptist Camps - Summer Camp Dates

JUNES - 14 JUNE16 - 21 JUNE 23 - 28 JUNE 30 - JULY 5

Skyview Ranch: Day Camp, Skyview Ranch: Day Camp, Skyview Ranch: Jr. High and

Junior camp, Pioneer Gamp | Jr. High Camp, Tennis Camp Patmni}JL‘igr'lggaﬁS‘” and 1. High Camp

Patmos: Jr. High Camp Patmos: Junior Camp Patmos: Family Camp

JULY 7 - 12 JULY14-19 JULY 21 - 26 JULY 28 - August 2

Skyview Ranch: Sr. High Camp, Skyview Ranch: Jr. High Camp, | Skyview Ranch: Junior Gamp, Skyview Ranch: Equine Gamp
Scuba Camp, Equine Camp Pioneer Camp, Volleyball Camp | Pioneer Camp, and Mini Camp

Patmos: Junior Camp

Patmos: §r. High Camp Patmos: Jr. High Camp Patmos: $r. High Camp
CAMP COSTS
SKyview Ranch Gamp Patmos
Day Camp - §319 Sr. High Camp - $489  Equine Camp - $589 Junior Camp - $589
Junior Gamp - $459  Mini Gamp - $293  Volleyball Camp - $499 Jr. High Camp - $599
Jr. High Camp - $469  Scuba Camp - $799  Tennis Gamp - $599 Sr. High Camp - $599

SUMMER CAMP DISCOUNTS

Early Bird Discount: Now — March 15" receive $25 off camper registration price
Ministry Discount: $100 off registration price for any family in Full-Time Ministry (must be requested)
Repeat Camper Discount: $100 off the registration price of your 2™ week of camp (discount applies at either camp)
Family Friendly Discount: See pricing structure based on the number of children you register in one family.
Child #1 and #2: Full Price; Child #3: $100 off; Any additional children: $150 off
Scholarship: If you need more financial assistance for attending camp, please fill out our scholarship application.
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http://www.skyviewranch.org
http://www.camppatmos.com

Update on new staff at Camp Patmos
We are excited to announce three new hires to the Camp Patmos Team!
Jacob Brown (Director of Operations)
Jacob and his wife Anna have been serving on Camp Patmos summer staff for almost 10 years and Jacob most
recently served as the Summer Director for 3 summers. Outside of camp ministry, Jacob is a Pediatric Med/Surg and
ER nurse. Jacob also attended Skyview Ranch as a camper growing up, and they are excited to join the ministry team at
Ohio Baptist Camps.

Benny Gentile (Director of Programming)

Benny served at Skyview Ranch this past year as the Activity Coordinator and is a recent graduate of Liberty University.
He also previously served on summer camp staff at Skyview as a counselor and program director. Benny brings a lot of
energy and creativity to camp and we are excited to see him serve in this role on the island!

Jocelyn Yates (Office Coordinator)

Jocelyn served as an intern at Skyview Ranch for the past two years. She also served on our summer camp staff team
as a counselor and program director. Jocelyn is going to help with phone calls, emails, and handling summer camp and
retreat registrations.

Two significant needs at Camp Patmos

We have two significant needs at Camp Patmos before Summer Camp!
We need your help to make sure that these projects are going to be completed.

e Water Treatment Filters: Our filters draw water directly from Lake Erie, providing clean and safe drinking water
for our entire facility. The current filters are outdated and urgently need to be replaced to ensure water safety for
campers and staff this summer. Cost: $36,000

e Walk-In Fridge & Freezer: Our current refrigeration systems are no longer efficient or reliable. The health depart-
ment will not allow camp to open unless these are replaced. Replacing them will also enhance storage capacity,
maintain food quality, and support our ability to feed the growing number of campers and guests this summer.
Cost: $60,000

Total Goal: $96,000

Every dollar counts as we prepare to welcome campers this summer. We have already raised over half of the amount
needed! Join us in getting kids to Camp Patmos this summer!

Donate today at https://camppatmos.com/give/ or contact our office to learn more (at camp@camppatmos.com or
call 419-746-2214).

Ways to get involved in Skyview Ranch and Camp Patmos:

e Register for our Men’s Retreat April 24 — 26 at Skyview. Our speaker is Patrick Odle of Baptist Mid-Missions.

e Send students to Creation Camp May 7 — 9 at Skyview for an education retreat for 4™ — 6™ graders.

e Save the Date for our Skyview Annual Golf Scramble on May 19, 2025.

e We're Hiring! We have almost filled up our team at Skyview Ranch but we are still looking to fill positions at
Skyview Ranch and Camp Patmos. We are searching for more amazing people that will make summer camp
awesome this year! If you or someone you know loves God and wants to serve Him at camp this year, consider
coming to Skyview Ranch or Camp Patmos! Interviews are happening now; we have a spot just for you!

e We are always in need of volunteers to come out and help as summer camp gets closer and closer! Camp Patmos
and Skyview Ranch need your help to prepare for a busy season! Call our office 330-674-7511 and we would love
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SHORT 'N' SWEET: FROZEN BUT EXCITED

Burrrrrr, it's cold in our hills! The lake is frozen and so are the roads. But, and not sure why, other than God's grace
combined with old age topped with the sheer joy of serving Christ in our camp setting, I'm really excited about life at
Scioto Hills. I'm definitely not young and naive anymore, but my heart and mind are full and ready to tackle another
year of partnership with the local church building God's Kingdom, as we make and grow Christ-followers together.

Here's the scoop! (Ice Cream Reference cause it's cold!)

1. Our staff is excited about 2025. The challenges of recruiting summer staff (we still need your help and prayers),
developing Biblical Studies (we need your prayers as we dive into our theme "Grace and Truth" from The Gospel of
John 1:9-16), prepping for our 6 winter retreats (2 Couples and 4 Youth: Please pray for speakers, sponsors, campers,
musicians and staff) and planning for summer camp (Registration is Open! Pray we have every position filled and a
head in every bed every week) as well as helping our newest staff members acclimate to our environment has been
such a blessing. How's that for a run-on sentence! All | can say is, "Let’s do it again for the glory of God!"

2. Our ministry is expanding and that's exciting! As you know, we launched our Expanding Our Impact Strategic Plan
last October. Our families and churches are excited about the additional meeting space, 8 family cottages and a bunch
of other improvements designed to provide a greater experience. As of today, we have received around $250,000 in
gifts. Five of our key churches have already contributed generously, as well as many families and camp friends have
also shared in the excitement. With other designated funds, we have over $400,000! We are well on our way to
getting the Hillside Chapel meeting space under roof and the family cottages are awaiting final approval from the
EPA. (Pray for this to go smoothly). We anticipate beginning work again on the chapel in March and hoping to get the
Cottage septic system installed by summer. We are trusting the Lord to provide. We have determined not to "borrow"
money, so church and individual gifts will be needed as we move forward. We will accomplish what we can with what
we have, Lord willing.

3. Pam and | are excited. It's our 46th year of ministry, and starting our 20th at Scioto Hills! God has been so kind to
give us "young hearts.” Our bodies are growing older but our spirits, somehow, are growing younger. We recently
purchased a home 3 minutes from camp. This seems a little premature since we are not retiring (yet) but the move
was necessary to provide on-site housing for Matt (Program Director) and Bethany Wilson and their four
children. We've moved in and are getting used to making sure "we have everything we need for the day" before
leaving in the morning.

These are exciting times to be in ministry. We pray for you and your families and desire to provide the best camping
experience for everyone (young and old) that spends time in our hills. Thanks for your prayers, encouragement,
support and partnership. Camp still works and we believe it will again this year. May God bless your work in 2025.

In Christ, (Not as Short and Sweet as | hoped) , . ,
Scott Refresh Pastors’ and Wives’ Retreat

Executive Director March 24-26. 2025
www.sciotohills.com for all the details /
Free to attend!



http://www.sciotohills.com/

OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOU

Washington D.C.
June 3-5, 2025

$500 pp
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Senior Adult Bus Trip !W;

featuring the Museum of the Bible ‘
A«‘.&_

Pastor Dan and Bonnie Parker (First Baptist, Elyria, Senior Adult
ministry) and Chuck and Linda Pausley (State Rep, OARBC) are
teaming up to fill the available 55 seats on the bus. The other
four major attractions on the itinerary are:

RS
REGISTER NOW!

Early bird pricing through January 31.

%A’CH 20,207

Join Cedarville University for an innovative one-day
event designed specifically for student ministry pastors,
directors, and youth leaders.

This conference will encourage, energize and equip you.

Network and share successes and challenges with other 1. The United States Holocaust Memorial
practitioners at the roundtable sessions. Museum
www.cedarville.edu/ministries/church-relations/student-ministries-roundtable 2 Arlington National Cemetery

3. The Monuments and Memorials §

4. The Steven Udvar-Hazy Center Air & Space, "
Chantilly, VA

Get your reservation in early!

https://fbcelyria.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/2743936

2025 Senior Adult Luncheon

Tentatively scheduled
for Tuesday, September 23
Cedarville University
Details to come!

2025 GARBC Conference

June 23-26, 2025
Harvest Bible Chapel in Elgin, Illinois

Join pastors and friends across the nation on the campus
of Harvest Bible Chapel in Elgin, lllinois and prayerfully
anticipate a bright future for the GARBC! The 2025 Regular
Baptist Ministries Conference (GARBC) promises to be a
meaningful, refreshing, and educational gathering. Come
together to celebrate Jesus and what He is doing through
our churches both nationwide and across the globe. Also,
look forward to strategic discussions focused on the future
of our association.

Be sure to register by May 17 for early-bird pricing!
https://www.accelevents.com/e/2025-RBM-Conference
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance

is one of the nation’s

o
an

CHURCHFUNERALS

DIRECT NETWORK
Better funerals for a fraction of the cost

www.churchfuneralsdirect.com

BROTHERHOOD

MUTUAL.

A preferred insurance provider

Property Liability Workers' Comp

leading insurers
of churches and ministries.

www.brotherhoodmutual.com


https://www.google.com/maps/dir/42.0528256,-88.3400178/Harvest+Bible+Chapel+Elgin,+1000+N+Randall+Rd,+Elgin,+IL+60123/@42.0551923,-88.3455206,17z/data=!4m14!4m13!1m5!3m4!1m2!1d-88.3422168!2d42.0564858!3s0x880f1aa2ccafdc1b:0xec8ba541c67c6bca!1m5!1m1!1s0x880f1a

ACROSS THE STATE

PANCAKES

AND

PATMOS

& ;‘f";»-' ‘KK:

FEBRUARY 15
8:00 - 10:00 AM

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
OF NORWALK, OHIO

MEET OUR STAFF—HEAR ABOUT THE MINISTRY—GIVE New Life Baptist Church, Akron has new signs with their
new name. Mogadore Baptist Church, Akron, changed its
name to New Life Baptist Church and recently were able
to put up new signage at the front and back entrances,
both off main roads. Lead Pastor Forest Greetham and
Associate Eric Francisco are thankful for God’s provision.

Here is another OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU at
Calvary Baptist Church, Norwalk on Saturday,
February 15. Camp Patmos invites you!

For 19 years, First Baptist Church, Elyria offered to their community a
musicale with drama and a 50-voice choir performing for three evenings
during the Christmas season. It was a tradition for many of the community
to attend.

Since COVID, they have been trying something a little different and the
community is responding well.

For two evenings during the Christmas season, they offer a family-friendly
event, “Christmas at First.” The experience includes a mini-drama, some
music, delicious refreshments, crafts for children and a live nativity outside.

There are multiple opportunities for the church family to participate in
serving and attendance has grown each year as the word spreads. Itis their
prayer that the WORD spreads and the true meaning of Christmas changes
lives.

In visiting Johnstown Independent Baptist Church, Johnstown recently,
Chuck Pausley (OARBC State Rep) and his wife Linda saw how one church
made a change that seems to be really working.

In this digital age, some church librarians are bemoaning the fact the library
is not used as it once was. Some churches have simply let the library go in
favor of more useable space.

At JIBC, someone had a vision for a standard room that was seldom used.
Two walls were removed that opened into hallways near the foyer. The
lighting and flooring were changed and the room became an instant gather-
ing place with self-serve coffee, round tables and comfy chairs.
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ACROSS THE STATE

The Cedarville University community is mourning the loss of Grace Maxwell, a junior
whose kindness, faith and passion for serving others touched countless lives.

Maxwell was among the passengers killed in the American Airlines plane crash near Wash-
ington Reagan National Airport on Wednesday, Jan. 29. She was returning to campus from
her home in Wichita, Kansas, after attending her grandfather’s funeral.

In an official statement, Cedarville University expressed deep sorrow over her passing:
“This is heartbreaking news for her family and for our campus community. Grace was a
junior majoring in mechanical engineering with a minor in biomedical engineering and was
anticipating her graduation in 2026.”

Grace Maxwell

Maxwell was deeply committed to using her skills to help others. This semester, she was
scheduled to work on a hand-stabilizing device for a young boy with disabilities, a project that embodied both her tech-
nical talent and compassionate heart. In addition to her engineering work, she was actively preparing to spend her
spring break in London on a mission trip, sharing her love for Jesus Christ with others. Her desire to serve extended
beyond academics, as she sought to make a difference both through innovation and personal outreach.

Beyond academics, Maxwell made a significant impact on campus. She was a DJ and radio personality for Resound
Radio, where her enthusiasm and warm spirit made her a favorite among listeners. She was also a gifted writer and a
member of The Inklings, a student organization dedicated to creative writing. Friends remember her as a joyful, caring
friend who loved playing games, sharing stories and encouraging those around her.

During a campus-wide chapel service, Cedarville University President Thomas White spoke about Maxwell’s faith and
lasting influence:

“As it says in Psalm 34, ‘When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears and delivers them and is near the
brokenhearted.” Our hearts are broken, but we come together as a family knowing the Lord hears our cries and is near
us at this very difficult time.”

by Rich Stratton, Assistant Director of Public Relations, Cedarville University
https://www.cedarville.edu/news/2025/

Pleasant Hill Baptist, Smithville has been offering a
Ladies’ Day Out for 15 years and this year was no
exception. Saturday, January 25, 2025 over 100
ladies from Pleasant Hill and five Akron-Canton Area
churches came together for a morning of learning,
fellowship and worship. Each participant chose three
workshops to attend (out of twelve) and mid-
morning all gathered together for a worship and
devotional time.

VA Akron-Canton churches who participated this year
“Diseases Reversed Naturally” ~ were Pleasant Hill, Smithville; Norton Baptist,

. . . . Linda Lotze, First, Louisville
workshop Nortgn, MlllleErsburg Baptls'F, Millersburg; First with the tote she made
Baptist, Louisville; Grace Baptist, Canton; and Hope
Baptist, Akron.

The morning began with coffee and muffins at 8:30 am. The workshops included something for everyone and varied
from health, nutrition and cooking to gardening, crafting, and sewing. Another popular option was a self-defense class
and a gun safety class. An abundant soup, sandwich and dessert luncheon provided by the ladies of the church closed
out the day at 12:30 p.m.

This is an example of the OARBC Core Value of “Relationships: We are committed to living intentionally in relationship
with Jesus and one another. This is lived out most vibrantly through our local, regional fellowships.”

11


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rWjE9YujLcw
https://www.cedarville.edu/chapel/watch/the-jerusalem-council-acts-15-1-35_xEV831e4b0WHETMCjcRXnw?y=1

NEWS FROM CEDARVILLE UNIVERSITY

Cedarville Pioneering Cyber Operations Program Earns NSA Distinction

The National Centers of Academic Excellence in Cybersecurity, managed by the National Security Administration,
provides a designation in Cyber Operations that is held by only 22 universities in the United States. Cedarville University
stands among the many prestigious institutions on that list.

In August, Cedarville received their re-designation in Cyber Operations by the National Centers of Academic Excellence
in Cybersecurity program through 2029. This redesignation marks the first extension of the prestigious designation
since Cedarville first earned the designation in 2018.

The Cyber Operations (CO) designation is a deeply technical, interdisciplinary designation that is firmly grounded in the
computer science, computer engineering and electrical engineering disciplines. Cedarville’s program is in a group along-
side the US service academies including the Air Force Academy, West Point, and the Naval Academy, as well as large
institutions such as Carnegie Mellon and Texas A&M. Cedarville is the lone Christian university on the list.

Cybersecurity students who graduate with the skillset
associated with the cyber operations designation are
among the most sought-after in their field.

"We are teaching cyber operations according to the high
standards set by the National Centers of Academic
Excellence program. That means something to prospec-
tive employers and attracts outstanding young men and
women to our program,” said Dr. Seth Hamman, director
and professor of cyber operations and computer
science. “If NSA or its federal partners want to hire your
students in specialized roles, it is likely many other
employers will be interested in them, too.”

This distinction is different from academic accreditation,
as it provides guidelines for content, skills, programs,
and facilities the National Centers for Academic Excel-
lence program deems essential for quality cyber profes-
sionals. Since Cedarville first received the distinction in
2018, it has continued to enhance its academic offerings and created a stand-alone cyber operations degree program
within the School of Engineering and Computer Science. Transitioning the former computer science specialization to a
major was a step towards helping to pioneer cybersecurity education in the US. The major provided more program
resources, including additional faculty, as well as curriculum space for more specific coursework in computer
engineering and valuable electives such as international relations, warfare, business and criminal.

Cedarville University Cyber Team

“By God'’s grace, we have continued to strengthen our program every year since we were initially designated,” said
Hamman. “Our redesignation application was much stronger than our first application. Our faculty has developed more
expertise, the number of students in our program has more than doubled, and our extracurricular culture has
blossomed creating excellence in cyber competitions and opportunities for cyber outreach.”

This cyber operations degree is the first of its kind in the state of Ohio and demonstrates Cedarville’s commitment to
shaping the future of cyber operations education. Although Cedarville is not as well-known as many of the other CO
designated schools, its impact is felt nationwide. This focus extends beyond the classroom to extracurricular programs
designed to shape leaders in cyber operations, such as the cyber team, and even community engagement programs
designed to promote cyber awareness in society.
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https://www.nsa.gov/Academics/Centers-of-Academic-Excellence/
https://www.cedarville.edu/academic-schools-and-departments/engineering-and-computer-science/faculty/faculty/hamman-seth
https://www.cedarville.edu/news/2022/cyber-team-is-best-in-ohio

