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Dave Warren served as the OARBC State Representative from 1998-2016.  He 
was a beloved pastor to pastors, “designated friend,” excellent expositor of 
the Word, professor, godly husband and father, and mentor to many.   
 

On September 14, 2023 Dave embarked on a path no one fully understood.  
Thought to be a temporary “bump in the road,” God knew he was starting the 
final leg of his earthly journey as he battled acute necrotizing pancreatitis for 
the next ten weeks.  On November 24, 2023, unable to recover and              
surrounded by his family, the Lord took Dave home. 
 

The Celebration of Life service for Dave Warren was held at Grace Baptist 
Church, Cedarville November 29, 2023.  The service included tributes and  
remembrances from the OARBC, Cedarville University, churches, former    
students, children, grandchildren and friends.  The congregation joined in 
singing two of David’s favorite hymns led by five members of the Warren 
family.  The service concluded with a video of a moving gospel presentation 
preached by Dave Warren on July 30, 2023 at Calvary Baptist Church, Xenia, 
Ohio where he was serving as interim pastor.   
 

The Celebration of Life may be viewed in its entirety at: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l0S7PyIhgt0&t=30s 
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William David Warren Obituary  
 

“And the things you have heard from me among many witnesses,  
commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also” (2 Timothy 2:2). 

On November 24, William David (“Dave”) Warren was welcomed Home to Glory by his Savior – whom he trusted for his 
salvation as a young boy. The only boy with four older sisters, he was raised by a single mother after her husband left the 
family when Dave was just one. His mom remained faithful to the Lord, pulling Dave in a wagon to church in the summer 
and on a sled in the winter. Dave remembered sitting on a piano bench beside his mom while she played for services.       
His childhood pastor became a mentor, teaching him to watch the words of hymns for biblical accuracy and giving him          
opportunities to preach even as a teenager.  

“Patty,” his loving wife of 60 years, entered his life in high school when they met at a Bible Club. He later became president, 
and she, the Quiz Captain. They were also part of Voice of Christian Youth (the Detroit chapter of Youth for Christ), and the 
group’s leaders became Dave’s mentors. 

Dave was a graduate of Taylor (Michigan) High School (1960), Cedarville University (1964), and completed a Master of   
Theology in Old Testament Studies from Dallas Theological Seminary in 1968. In 1998, he was awarded an honorary Doctor 
of Divinity by Grand Rapids Theological Seminary.  

He began a life of faithful ministry that spanned more than 50 years, serving first as pastor of Champion Baptist Church in 
Warren, Ohio, from 1968 to 1976, followed by four years as a professor at Faith Baptist Bible College (1976-1980), then 18 
years at Cedarville University (1980-1998) specializing in pastoral ministry courses. While serving as a professor, he also 
maintained an active itinerant preaching and teaching ministry in college chapel, local churches, camps, and conferences 
across the nation and at times internationally. His love for the local church and pastors made him a natural candidate to 
become the state representative for the Ohio Association of Regular Baptist Churches (1998-2016). He referred to himself 
as the “designated friend” of the pastors and churches. From 1999 through 2020, he also served on the Board of Trustees 
of Cedarville University.  

To those who took his classes, he was a favorite professor known for his WWWs (“Warren’s Words of Wisdom”), singing 
before class, his quick wit, and his ability to make complex topics memorable. To those who sat under his preaching, he was 
a favorite speaker who spoke without notes and taught the Word using memorable outlines and clear applications.  For the 
pastors he mentored, he gave godly counsel and constant encouragement, and he walked alongside them during the    
challenges of ministry. With a passion to help others be successful, he was truly a pastor to pastors. 

What others saw in public, Dave lived with integrity in his own home. He was a faithful, selfless, and loving husband and 
father. His family remembers his sense of humor, his shopping trips for “the necessities” (Coke, Oreos, and potato chips), 
his generosity and hospitality, his presence in his kids’ and grandkids’ lives, and his love for all-things Ohio. Whether setting 
up a tent in a thunderstorm or hiking in the Great Smoky Mountains, he led a full and joyful life. 

He is survived by his wife Patricia; children Janice (Ed) Supplee of Cedarville, Ohio; Cheryl (Steve) Brugel of Grand Rapids, 
Michigan; David (Michelle) of Denver, Colorado, and Mark (Darcie) Warren of Huber Heights, Ohio; grandchildren Ben 
(McKenna) Supplee; Matthew (Madeline), Lia, Elli, and Janae Brugel; Sydney, Alec (Franny), and William Warren; and Noah, 
Molly, Sadie, Emma, and Ezra Warren. He is also survived by 3 sisters – Helen de la Garza and Rosemary Miskelly from    
Detroit, Michigan, and Caroline Smith of Albuquerque, New Mexico; brother-in-law and sister-in-law Dave and Marlene 
Gaffner of Cedarville, and many nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his mother Caroline Warren, his sister 
Ruby Hunter, and his beloved in-laws Oscar and Nadine Schonscheck. 

Visitation with the family was held Tuesday, November 28, from 4-7 p.m. with a Celebration of Life service on Wednesday, 
November 29, at 10 a.m., both at Grace Baptist Church, Cedarville, where Dave was a long-time member. He was laid to 
rest at North Cemetery in Cedarville.  

Memorial contributions may be made in Dave’s memory to The W. David and Patricia T. Warren Family Scholarship at    
Cedarville University (251 N. Main St., Cedarville, OH 45314 or cedarville.edu/WarrenMemorialGift). The scholarship      
benefits children of Ohio pastors who attend Cedarville University. 

https://connect.cedarville.edu/register/davewarren


   

 

David was my mentor.  I haven’t forgotten the many WWWs (Warrren’s Words of Wisdom) he taught me nearly 40 years ago.  
Many of them were used by the Lord to transform my thinking.   I am sad but rejoicing in his life well-done and now receiving 
his reward...the presence of Jesus.                                                     —Pastor David Douglas, Associate, Shawnee Hills, Jamestown 

Dear OARBC family, 

We grieve together the homegoing of our friend Dave Warren.    

This special edition of the LINK is to honor him and remember how God 
used him in the OARBC and in our lives.    

The picture shown here was taken at the close of the OARBC fall conference 
at Shawnee Hills in Jamestown, 2017, my first year as State Representative.  
I knew from the beginning that I could never fill his shoes.  But Dave was a 
humble man who was my encourager, always willing to listen and chat.  He 
was my friend.  As many others have said, you knew he cared about you 
and how you were doing.   

Dave Warren was an example of finishing strong.  In his retirement, he        
continued to use his special God-given gift to share God’s Word in interim 
ministry, pulpit supply, and guest speaker on many occasion. 

His practical advice to me, “Just show up,” has guided me in my ministry 
these past six years.  He will be greatly missed.    
                                                                      —Chuck Pausley, OARBC State Rep
  

In my estimation, Dave was one of the most godly, respected and humble men my wife and I had the privilege of knowing.  We 
are forever grateful for his investment in doing our pre-marital counseling.  He made us feel loved and cared for every time 
our paths crossed.  His commitment to our local church and to our state fellowship was invaluable. He will be greatly missed 
and always loved.                     —Pastor Matt Otto, Faith, Mount Vernon 

Dave and Pat attended the Welcome/Well Done dinner at the 
OARBC Conference at Grace, Cedarville October 16, 2023.   Dave 
wasn’t feeling well, but he made a special effort to be with us.   

We always appreciated Dave and Pat’s love for the OARBC and 
their faithful support. They were truly a team and mentors to us 
as Chuck stepped into the State Representative role.   

It was at the first state conference in 2017 that I witnessed 
Dave’s humble spirit firsthand as he assisted me in a menial task  
of sorting directories by area, a job made much easier because of 
his experience.  He was truly a servant.    
                                          —Linda Pausley, wife of OARBC State Rep 

Dave and Chuck, Fall Conference 2017  

Dave and Pat, Fall Conference 2023 

A Word from the Rep 

We were glad to invite Dave and Pat to many of our important services through the years. Their presence always enhanced our 
efforts to exalt our Lord Jesus Christ in special Anniversary Services, Ordinations, or services with special emphasis. Dave was a 
dynamic speaker and model expository preacher. Our church family benefited from his exemplary leadership for our state and 
we’ll miss his wisdom and guidance as a seasoned minister of the Gospel. Dave was a wonderful combination of wit and        
wisdom, fun and fundamentals, clarity and profundity, duty and delight. He served Christ and His church well and trained many 
to know and love Him above all else. We are deeply grateful for his investment in the OARBC and the huge impact he made on 
all of us.                                                                                                                                          —Pastor David Hixson, Calvary, Sandusky  
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When I was a student at Cedarville College, my parents would come to visit on occasion. However, anytime they were      
thinking of coming they would always ask about my schedule for Dr. Warren’s class. They would build their visit around his 
class in order that they could sit in and enjoy his teaching with me. 
 

Later in life when my oldest daughter began attending, I was privileged to be welcomed by Dave and Pat into their home for 
the evening, rather than a hotel. Dr. Warren even showed me where his secret stash of Oreos were. 
 

Dr. Warren was so much more than a professor, mentor, and "designated friend.” He was a treasure. All praise to Christ, and 
many prayers for Pat and the family.                                                                     --Pastor Bill Kopas, Associate, Camden, Wellington 
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Warren Ministry Memories 

Dr. Warren showed great interest in me as I began my early days of  
ministry.  He and my grandfather were close, and he in fact led my 
grandfather’s funeral service.  He became that grandfatherly voice in my 
life when I would see him in the halls of conferences and other         
gatherings.  He was a great man who showed great care for pastors, a 
true pastors’ pastor.  —Pastor Jeff Beckley, Memorial, Columbus                                                                                                                       

Dave and Pat in their OARBC Jean Shirts 

Presentation of one of many Ministry Awards 

Everyone loved the OARBC churches map 

Dave Warren was always such an encouragement whenever he would 
visit my church growing up. I will never forget him praying with me 
ahead of Talents for Christ and preaching on the Last Supper at Madison 
Avenue Baptist. He powerfully exemplified the grace and compassion of 
Christ during those formative years in which I needed that example the 
most.                                             —Pastor Josh Littler, Faith, Streetsboro                                                                                      

Dave was one of the first people in our ministry circle to welcome me 
into Ohio.  What an example he has been to me.   I've said, "When I 
grow up I want to be like Dave Warren."     
                                     —Scott Bruns, Scioto Hills Camp Executive Director 

When I needed theological instruction, Dr. Warren was 

there.  A dozen years later, when I needed a new pastoral 

position, my designated friend was there.  When the 

church where I serve needed advice and direction, their 

state representative was there.  When I needed a real  

connection with true friends, Dave Warren (and his family) 

welcomed me into their family dinner one night and I will 

never forget that.                                                                                    

              —Pastor Tom Mullins, First, Bowling Green 

Dave Warren was instrumental in shaping my practice of 

pastoral ministry. I learned from him how to love a congre-

gation and the importance of telling them so. He was a 

friend and an encourager.    

             —Pastor Mark Ashley, Northfield Baptist, Northfield 

 

We have had many good times with Dave and Pat Warren, 
one of the most memorable was at the GARBC annual     
conference in Riverside, California. 
After an evening session, Dave and Pat were looking for 
dessert and fellowship when they invited us to join them. 
Discovering California shops in that area closed early, we 
had no choice but to return to the motel restaurant which 
was still open, but quite expensive. 
We scoured the menu for whatever we could afford when 
Dave found what hit his fancy, a very dark, rich dessert   
labeled “Decadent Chocolate.” Dave and I decided we could 
afford one slice of the pie-shaped extravagance and split it 
between us. 
About half way through dessert, I asked Dave, “What do you 
think the OARBC would say if they knew you were           
corrupting a pastor with Decadent Chocolate?”  We had a 
good laugh. 
We can never eat dark chocolate without thinking of the      
Warrens.      —Pastor Laird  Baldwin, Bible Baptist, Brookville 
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Every fall Dave promoted and participated in the 
Scholarship Bike Ride to raise money for  

students going into ministry 

Dave and Chuck 

Warren Ministry Memories 

Dave speaks to OARBC Senior Adults 
2022 Camp Patmos Luncheon 

I highly respected Dave as a leader in our Regular Baptist                  

movement.  We served several terms together on the GARBC Council  

of 18.  Dave was valued for his spiritual wisdom and perspective.  His   

gracious demeanor and respect for his colleagues, even in times of   

disagreement, were demonstrations that he was a man controlled by 

the Holy Spirit.  It was my personal joy to work with him as a fellow  

colleague while serving as the MARBC state representative.  Our joint 

venture in combining the two state associations’ conferences (OH-MI!) 

brought us both great joy and deepened our friendship and mutual  

respect. We also joked about God’s sense of humor in calling a 

“Michigan man” to lead the OARBC and a “Buckeye nut” to lead the 

MARBC.       —Pastor Ken Floyd, Grace, Canton, Leadership Development 

As a uniquely gifted Pastor, Teacher, Preacher and Leader, whether in 
conferences, camps, churches or his classroom, Dave Warren walked me 
down the sidewalk to the door where the Holy Spirit stood at the 
threshold welcoming me in!            —Pastor Tim Mayo, Midview, Grafton 

Dave was given a great understanding of the Scriptures and       
impressively read his Greek NT for fun!  He could proclaim God's 
Word with such clarity and power in all kinds of settings.  However, 
God's power really was evident in his humility and love for God's 
people of all kinds (folksies:).  Dave and Pat were a powerful     
influence for Christ together, because God's Spirit attracted the 
simplest of us to see God's love and hope for what He could do 
with the common person.  One of Dave's sermon illustrations   
continues to stick with me. "God has not called us to be a Star, but 
to be Steady.” 
 

Dave was there as I considered a call to ministry, questions about 
ministry, preparation for marriage, counseling for marriage and as 
a trusted counselor as a pastor.  He was friend and encourager to 
the next generation of pastor's kids.  Linda and I are forever    
grateful for Dave & Pat Warren's place in our ministry and our 
home!                  —Pastor Dave Ryan, Grace Baptist Church, Canton 

My mind goes back to a Couples Retreat that was held at Skyview Ranch 
about twenty years ago. Dave and Pat Warren were leading the main 
ministry time. We did not know the Warrens very well then, so we were 
expecting the usual interpretation and application of biblical knowledge 
on the topic of marriage. Were we ever surprised! To hear Brother Dave 
and Sister Pat banter back and forth on the topic of the roles of the  
husband and the wife in a marriage was biblical, humorous, poignant, 
and impactful.                 —Ron and Kathy Mayberry,  Boardman, Warren 

I remember as a young pastor in the Cleveland area, I went to a family camp at Shalom Lake Camp, where Dave and Pat were the       
featured speakers.  It was my first encounter with Dave, and he was speaking on the book of Habakkuk.  I still remember his outline for 
the book: Why (ch1), Woe; Whoa (ch2), and Wow (ch3). This was in the early 1990's.  Dave's ability to capture the essence of a        
passage or book, was an encouragement and a challenge to me as I have ministered over the years.  I so appreciated his honest      
approach to the Word of God.                                                                                                      —Pastor Jim Jamison,  Millersburg Baptist 

Dave was a tremendous friend and advisor in very difficult times.  His knowledge was enhanced by God's wisdom through the 
Word.  We are thankful for the ministry Dave and Pat had in our personal and ministerial lives.    
                                                                                                                                                                 —Pastor Ken and Kay Tucker, Beth-el, Elyria 
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Dr. David Warren Installed As State Representative 

On April 28, 1998, the First Baptist Church of Medina, Ohio, under the pastoral leadership of Rev. Bill Cunningham, opened its doors 
to several hundred messengers of the churches of our OARBC. The messengers had gathered to ratify the decision of the Council of 12 
to invite Dr. David Warren to serve as the Association’s  state representative. These messengers were joined by members of the      
Warren’s immediate and extended family and by two specially invited guests, Dr. Paul Dixon of Cedarville College and Dr. James 
Grier of Grand Rapids Baptist Seminary.   

The hearty congregational singing led by Pastor Dave Chapman, 
was interspersed with some very special music - the Warren's two 
daughters and their husbands, Janice and Ed Supplee and Cheryl 
and Steve Brugel, sang "Each One Win One." Ed Supplee played 
a trumpet solo of "He's Been Faithful to Me." Son Mark Warren 
then prepared the way for Dr. Grier's challenge to the new state 
representative by reading 2 Timothy 1:1-12, the passage the Lord 
used to finalize Dave’s decision to accept the Council’s invita-
tion.   

Dr. Dixon delivered a challenge to our churches from the book of 
Acts.  He highlighted our need to focus more on Christ, on pray-
er, and on getting out the gospel.  He called for a return to the 
Holy Spirit empowered living and ministry, while keeping the 
main thing the main thing.  He also lightheartedly chided Dave 
for even thinking of leaving Cedarville College. 

When given the opportunity to participate in a love offering for 
the Warrens, the messengers contributed a total of $1500.  This 
will be used in setting up an office in the Warren home in Cedar-

ville.  In addition, several promised to pray regularly for Dave and Pat; such prayers can only serve to benefit our Association. 

Dr. Grier then challenged the new state representative to live out the charges given by Paul to his spiritual son Timothy.  “Stir up the 
gift that is in you” and “God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, love and of a sound mind.”  “Take your share of suffering 
for the gospel” came through loud and clear.  He also included the word of encouragement, “God is able to keep safe what you have 
entrusted to Him.”  Dr. Grier added, “There is life after Cedarville.” 

Near the end of the proceedings Dave Warren responded by answering the question “The OARBC—Who Needs It?” … 

The service drew to a close with Dave and Pat Warren together on their knees on the platform surrounded by the Council of 12, the 
Search Committee members and the two guest speakers.  As they laid their hands on the Warrens, Ken Spink led the assembly in a 
prayer of dedication.                                                                             — copied from OIB, Spring, 1998 

Dave Warren is on my Mount Rushmore of Christian leaders. He was among a handful of men older than me whom I sought to 
follow as he followed Christ. He came as close as any man I ever knew who was full of grace and truth. I took just under fifty 
classes during my college years at Cedarville. I am probably the only student who would say that my class on Baptist History was 
my favorite. It was taught by Dr. Warren. During the 18 years he served as OARBC state representative I never missed an annual 
conference, mostly because he would be leading and speaking. I jokingly called him the Baptist Pope. He used the spiritual gifts 
given to Him by the Holy Spirit to strengthen the Church of Jesus Christ while quietly yet steadily setting an example of Christ-
likeness. I look forward to a happy reunion with him. Until then, I pray the Lord might help me to follow his example and remain 
faithful to Christ.                                                                                                                         —Pastor Larry Nocella, Camden, Wellington 
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The first words from the first speaker at my first Hebron Pastors’ Fellowship in 2016 were, “Show your people Jesus, and let  
Jesus do the work.” Dave Warren spoke these words, and it’s clear that he lived these words. I don’t believe I will ever forget it. 
Though I have been equipped by dozens of professors, writers, and pastors, and I’m grateful for all, Dave Warren's opening line 
and the sermon that followed were such a timely and helpful reminder of the main point of ministry. I have been encouraged, 
challenged, and directed by these simple instructions throughout my seven years of pastoral ministry.    
                        —Associate Pastor Luke Williams, First, Lagrange 

The Inexpressible Gift 
 

"For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor,  
that you through His poverty might become rich" (II Corinthians 8:9). 

 
Some gifts are just too good to be true!  We open them and exclaim, 
"Oh, you shouldn't have!"  Words fail us to describe our gratitude and 
shock.  The Apostle Paul felt like this when he exclaimed, "Thanks be 
to God for His indescribable gift!"  In fact, when attempting to moti-
vate the Corinthian believers to become generous givers, Paul can 
point to no more sterling example of generous giving than our Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself.  Here is the ultimate in gifts that "blows the re-
ceiver away." 
 
Though He was rich He became poor.  Our Lord became something 
He never had been before - poor - in order that we might become 
something we never could have become - rich.  Such giving speaks of 
His selflessness, intentionality, and love for mankind.  The Christmas      
account reminds us He invaded our world via an animal stable, the 

"son" of a financially poor couple (see Luke 2:22-24), in the obscure village of Bethlehem.   
 
   This was quite a "comedown" for Him, but was only the beginning of a lifetime of condescension.  He "endured the 
hostility of sinners against Himself" (Hebrews 12:3) including Herod's jealous hatred, misunderstanding by His own 
brothers, and the insults of religious leaders.  Of course, the ultimate "comedown" was the cross where He died as a   
reject, penniless and naked.  He was even buried in a borrowed tomb!  He became poor - very poor - giving away His 
very life - so that we might have it! 
 
Though we are poor we become rich - in Him.  Yes, we all are very poor - bankrupt, in fact, when it comes to having 
anything to offer to God to pay for our sinfulness.  The songwriter said it well, "In my hand no price I bring, simply to 
thy cross I cling" (Rock of Ages, Augustus Toplady, vs. 2).  The publican accurately sensed his bankrupt condition    
before God and prayed humbly, "God, be merciful to me the sinner" (Luke 18:13).  
 
   At the cross Christ actually became "sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him" (II Corinthians 
5:21).  When we put our faith in Christ we go from rags to riches - because He was first willing to go from riches to 
"rags." 
 
   "For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ" ---His stupendous giving of Himself.  We could never match it, but 
are not called upon to do so.  Rather, we are instructed in Scripture to humbly accept His payment for our debt and     
rejoice in His generosity!  Our hearts can then resonate with Paul's when he writes, "Thanks be to God for His             
indescribable gift!" (II Corinthians 9:15).  —WDW 
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“It was a little over 40 years ago when he sat in my office and I 
interviewed him about coming on the faculty at Cedarville    
College, at the time, and what a delightful experience it was for 
me.  It certainly was easy to recommend to everyone involved 
that he become a  faculty member at Cedarville.  I greatly     
appreciated and loved him.”   
 

These were the words of Dr. Paul Dixon, former president of 
Cedarville University (1978-2003) as he participated in the   
Celebration of Life service for Dr. Dave Warren. 
 

While at Cedarville, Dr. Warren taught in the Bible Department,  
specializing in pastoral ministry courses in the 18 years he was 
on the faculty (1980-1998).  As many former students have 
attested, Dr. Warren was a favorite professor known for his 
WWWs (“Warren’s Words of Wisdom”), his quick wit, his ability 
to make complex topics memorable and his personal interest in 
his students.  His occasional teachings in the daily college   
chapel have been cited as memorable as well.   
 

Upon hearing of Dr. Warren’s homegoing, Pastor Brian 
Ethridge, Poland Village Baptist Church, Poland, Ohio             
responded, “I loved  David Warren.  He was so special and   
helpful to me.  I would not be a pastor today if not for his      
ministry to me.  He was my advisor at Cedarville.  He was my 
counsellor and became my friend.  He connected me to the 
church where I now serve and was at my  installation service.      
I am a life that was changed by David Warren. His love for God. 
His skill in God’s Word. His mentoring of young men.  His legacy 
will last for generations!”   
 

Dave and Pat Warren’s heart for students is exemplified in    
The W. David and Patricia T. Warren Family Scholarship that 
was created in 2009 at Cedarville University to assist the       
children of full-time pastors with preference given to children of 
pastors whose church is affiliated with the OARBC.  Selection 
criteria and the application process can be found at                
www.cedarville.edu/WarrenScholarship 
 

Dr. Thomas White, current President of Cedarville University, 
expresses his appreciation for Dr. Warren in his statement: 
 

“As a graduate of Cedarville, as a teacher in the classroom, as a 
faithful gospel minister in local churches, as a friend of pastors 
and as a trustee, Dave Warren had a profound impact on      
Cedarville University.  We owe him a huge debt of gratitude and 
will miss his presence deeply.”   
                

Cedarville University Remembers Professor Dave Warren 

Dr. Warren, always good-natured,   
participates in a donkey basketball game (late 80’s) 

Dr. Duane Wood presenting Dr. Warren the 
Faculty Member of the Year award (1987) 

The Warren family in the President’s Dining Room  
when The W. David and Patricia T. Warren Family 

Scholarship was created in 2009 
 

(pictures courtesy of Cedarville University) 

Dave was certainly a faithful communicator of God’s precious 
Word, and an encourager of pastors.  But we’re grateful      
for a special more personal memory.  The Lord used the          
scholarship fund set up by the Warren family in honor of 
Dave and Pat to help our daughters (Julie and Katie) receive 
their education at Cedarville University.  Thanks be to God 
and to this dear family for their tangible care for the  children 
of pastors in Ohio.  
                       —Pastor Brad and Sherry Brandt, Wheelersburg  


