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From Conference to Family Reunion:  
Four Commitments That Enrich Our Fellowship 

by Adam McCune, Chairman, OARBC Council of 12 
 

I thank God for my childhood church family. It was, and still is, a thriving              
congregation from which I experienced rich friendships, faithful leadership, and 
gained many valuable lessons that serve me well today. However, it was a proudly 
non-denominational and independent church, which brought with it a weakness I 
didn’t understand until I faced some challenges years later. 
 

Six days into serving as an associate pastor at Shawnee Hills Baptist Church in 
Jamestown, we were suddenly without a lead pastor. This was a challenging time, 
and here I was in my first full-time pastoral position, now by myself, not having a 
network of personal friends or mentors to consult. God was faithful in those 
months, and I later realized He made a way for me not to experience that again. 
Eventually, we called a lead pastor, Dave Culver, and he invited me to the 2013 
OARBC state  conference.  
 

At that conference I was in a room full of people but I knew only one person other 
than our church team. However, I watched as Pastor Dave reconnected with his 
friends and the high value of these friendships which was immediately apparent to 
me stood in contrast with the awkward silence of me not knowing what to do. 
Through many critical introductions, however, I gradually gained friendships 
among these same men and women. Now, ten years later, I can honestly say 
attending the state conference is like going to a family reunion.  
 

Our association attempts to create opportunities for brothers and sisters to     
gather, building and strengthening our bonds in Christ Jesus. The OARBC annual             
conference allows us to share the joys, burdens, heartaches, and hopes as we look  
to God’s word. Throughout the year, the local regional fellowships give space for 
relationships to develop. By staying current with The Link, we learn about what is 
happening in the lives of our fellow churches so we can engage with and pray for 
one another, striving together because we recognize that we are co-laborers in the 
gospel work. 
 

For friendships to form and strengthen, we need to be willing to make four      
commitments. The first two apply particularly to those who have been with the 
fellowship for some time and already have plenty of meaningful relationships. If 

this is you, commit to being an introducer. If you know churches or ministry    
leaders who are without a fellowship, or who have lost connectivity over the years, 
invite them to a regional fellowship event or the state conference. Invite them to a 
meal or coffee. Help make introductions for them. Second, always be ready to be a        

welcomer. Be open to new friendships. When I was introduced by Dave Culver, I 
can gladly say that everyone received me warmly and eagerly. I wish this warmth 
for all who visit with us.              
    continued on page 2 
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Introducers, Welcomers, Attenders and Encouragers 
 

“From Conference to Family Reunion” continued from Page 1 
 

For those who are perhaps not as relationally connected, commit to being an attender. Attendance is not a passive 
term. It means to participate; to devote one’s attention and care to something. Consider registering for this year’s     
conference, October16-18, 2023 at Grace Baptist in Cedarville. In the meantime, check out the OARBC directory to 
gain contacts and information regarding regional fellowships or contacts from nearby churches. If you need help, 
contact our state representative, Chuck Pausley, or reach out to me, and I would be glad to be an introducer for you. 
I know a lot of welcomers! 
   

Finally, let us endeavor, as a fellowship, to be encouragers. Give courage to one another. We need it, not only    
because the days are evil, but because we have actual very great and precious promises through Jesus Christ that 
anchor our souls for eternity and strengthen our hands to the good labor God has called us to perform. May the Lord 
enable us to ever-increasingly experience the blessings of “life” promised in Psalm 133 to the gathering of His unified 
people. 
                  —Adam McCune, Chairman, OARBC Council of Twelve 

Bethany Area Pastors’ Christmas Fellowship Hebron Area Ordination Council 

West Moriah Area Pastors’ Fellowship Akron-Canton Area Pastors’ Fellowship 
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Hello, OARBC family, 
As I look out my window this morning all I see is white everywhere.   We are still expecting a few more inches this 
afternoon.   It is pretty but will cause me some work as I move it this afternoon.  
 

I’m reminded of the Scripture in Isaiah that tells us, “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow;” (Isaiah 1:18)   What grace that God should give His Son Jesus to make us clean and righteous in 
His sight.  As a fellowship we exist for “Spreading the Gospel in Ohio through Healthy Churches.”  May this be the 
work we are involved in faithfully as we serve Him. There are many souls in Ohio and throughout the world who have 
yet to know the peace of sins forgiven. 
   

Linda and I have enjoyed being in some of our churches on Sundays and I 
have enjoyed fellowshipping with our pastors during their monthly 
meetings.   Just recently,  I had the privilege of being with the North Bethel 
fellowship in Defiance.  This was the first time they have met in three 
years.  It was great to have the connection again and to see their desire to 
minister to each other and encourage each other. 
  

I currently work with a great Council of Twelve and I always have.  These 
men are elected by the association to work alongside of me as we cast 
vision and do the work of the Association.  We meet four times a year as a 
Council and the men meet in committees doing prep work between the 
meetings.  I appreciate the time spent in preparation and the passion 
these men bring to our meetings.  It is sometimes assumed everyone knows who they are.  But I have come to under-
stand that is not always true.  In this LINK we are introducing you to our officers for this year and in the coming LINK 
publications we will feature others who serve on the Council.   
 

I appreciate our Chairman Adam McCune’s article, “From Conference to Family Reunion.”  Sometimes as OARBC 
“lifers” we need a reminder to look beyond ourselves and share our great fellowship with others.  Our churches could 
follow these same four commitments as well—to be introducers, welcomers, attenders and encouragers. 

 

Save the date for this year’s Seniors Luncheon.  See information below.   

Chuck   
OARBC State Rep 

A Word from the Rep 

North Bethel Area Fellowship 

 

 

       OARBC Seniors Luncheon 
      Tuesday, September 26, 2023 

Scioto Hills Christian Camp and Retreat Center 
Wheelersburg, Ohio 

$20 per person 
 

Come on down to the hills of Southern Ohio 
         and see this beautiful place where God is working! 
              Join Chuck and Linda Pausley and other OARBC friends  

     for a delicious luncheon and some camp fun. 
 

It may be a distance to the southern border, 
 but consider leaving on Monday and stay overnight along the way. 

              

Registration will be open on the OARBC website beginning April 1.   More details at that time!  
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ADAM MCCUNE, CHAIRMAN 
 

I consider myself a slow spiritual learner. I had to hear the gospel preached regularly for 
eleven years before the Lord opened my eyes to see my need for His salvation.          
Thankfully, the Lord convicted me of my sin, convinced me that Jesus is Lord, and I        
confessed Christ. I then grew up in a church plant in which the pastors intentionally      
discipled me, eventually preparing me for ministry. 
  

After briefly serving as a youth pastor, I married Michelle and moved back to Cedarville, 
Ohio to work at the university and pursue further ministry training. As a member of   
Shawnee Hills Baptist Church in Jamestown, I prayed that I might be able to serve in a 
church like SHBC. Little did I know that God would let me stay and serve, first as an       
associate in 2011 and later as lead pastor as of 2020. Additionally, through the             
mentorship and encouragement of Dave Culver, I became involved in the OARBC, and 
have made many precious friends. God has also granted Michelle and me two very great 
blessings, our son, Tinsley, and daughter, Mikaylyn. 
    

There is not much “spare time,” in our lives, but we try to engage in the life of our      
community. This sometimes means coaching sports, participating in library programs, or 
my work as a percussion advisor for a local high school marching band. I consider it a 
privilege to be part of this fellowship, and am honored to help it grow as part of the                      
Council. 

 

MATT NIHISER, VICE-CHAIRMAN 
 

I have been serving as the Lead Pastor of Calvary Baptist, Lancaster, since 2001.            
Although I have been pastoring Calvary for 21 years, Calvary has always been a part of my 
life. My parents were saved a few years before I was born. As Calvary invested in my   
parents’ walk with Christ so they invested in mine before and after my salvation at six 
years of age.  
 

Knowing God’s call on my life early, I pursued pastoral ministry both as a high school   
student and in college. In 2001, after my pastor’s retirement, the Deacons asked me (and 
my fiance, Jill) to consider candidating for the Lead Pastor position. Through much prayer 
and counsel, we happily agreed. So, we graduated at the end of May 2001, got married 
on June 30th, candidated after our honeymoon, and began at Calvary on August 1st. We 
can both testify of God’s incredible blessing and Calvary’s wonderful graciousness toward 
our family. 
 

We went many years without children, which grieved and refined us. In 2012, God gave 
us Ruby as a testimony of His kindness. In 2015, God brought us Henry and Ellie only four 
months apart – we were matched for an adoption (Henry) while Jill was also pregnant 

with Ellie. We believe God did this to show off His power and mercy.  
 

I have served on the Council of 12 for six years. I have valued the relationships formed with the other council members 
as well as seeing the behind-the-scenes care for churches and pastors. I believe that the greatest value of the OARBC is 
relationships: friendship, ministry partnerships, and mutual accountability.  I admit much of pastoral ministry feels 
lonely, even as we are surrounded by people. Having trusted men in my life who know the daily joys and griefs of    
ministry and life has been a source of strength and courage. The weekly prayer times, phone calls, monthly fellowship 
gatherings, and annual conferences have all played a vital part in building these friendships that both bless and        
challenge me. 

 Meet the OARBC Council of Twelve 

Pastor Adam McCune 
Shawnee Hills, Jamestown 

Pastor Matt Nihiser 
Calvary Baptist, Lancaster 

4 
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The remaining eight men on the Council of 12 will be featured in the May and September LINK publications.   

 

DAVE RYAN, TREASURER 
 
I have had the privilege to serve as Pastor at Grace Baptist, Canton, for 24 years. Serving 
at GBC has been a joy for my wife Linda and me and our three daughters. I have been a 
part of the Council of 12 for nine years. I have enjoyed serving with godly men who love 
seeing God at work in our churches. 
 

The OARBC and GARBC have been a blessing to me my whole life. I am a second            
generation member of a sister church, Emmanuel Baptist, Toledo.  My home church was a 
key place where I came to Christ, was taught the Scriptures and learned to serve in so 
many practical ways.  
 

My wife and I met at Cedarville College, now University, and I finished seminary training at 
Baptist Bible Seminary (PA). There is such a long list of mentors, encouragers and friends 
we have had in this Fellowship of churches! The OARBC has been a source of steady 
friendship, Biblical counsel and opportunity for healthy growth. 
 

In my first weeks at GBC, one of our members brought me a 1988 copy of the OARBC 
LINK. On the front cover was a story about GBC burning their mortgage and inside was a 
picture from Talents for Christ (teens). I was in the picture with several friends and    
standing next to a teen that I didn’t know at the time (Steve Dye). Steve became a college friend and is now a long-
time supported mission partner of Grace (Canton).  That is an example of the connections the ministry of the OARBC 
has afforded me for which I am grateful.   
 
 

SEAN INGRAM, SECRETARY 
 
I am privileged to serve as the Lead Pastor at First Baptist Church of Stryker, where I have 
been for the past eight years. You could say I am a “late-bloomer.” Not having grown-up in a 
Christian home, I was saved at 12 years of age thanks to a few friends and neighbors, but 
lack of discipleship stunted my spiritual growth until the age of 27. I was in my 30’s with 
three children under five when my pastor suggested I consider full-time ministry. I thought 
he was crazy, but once that door had been opened, the Lord would not let me shut it. 
 

I was 40 when I came to Ohio to do the one-year internship required by Baptist Bible       
Seminary (PA) at a church plant in New Albany. I ended up staying on after graduation,    
taking the reins from the missionary church planter. We tried our best, but in 2012 we made 
the difficult decision to merge with another church. After a brief stint as a Chaplain at      
Nationwide Children’s hospital, the Lord led us to Stryker. In retrospect, I am confident it 
was the right call and can see His hand at work through all of it. God often does His greatest 
work through adversity, doesn’t He? 
 

This will be my second year serving on the OARBC council, but I have been actively involved 
with the OARBC from the beginning. Having pastored two smaller churches, the association 
has always been a great source of fellowship and accountability with other ministry-minded 
men, which was difficult to find in my solo gig.   Serving on the council has opened my eyes to the many other           
opportunities we have to support one another in growing and strengthening healthy, gospel-centered churches. 
Trusting God’s sovereignty, I am greatly encouraged by the direction we’re heading and heartily believe it’s not just a 
slogan when we say, “Together we can accomplish more.” 

Meet the OARBC Council of Twelve 

Pastor Dave Ryan 
Grace Baptist, Canton 

Pastor Sean Ingram 
First Baptist, Stryker 



       Ohio Women for Missions (OWM)

 
President 

Donna Victor 
2100 Springfield Center Road 

Akron, OH  44312 
(330)203-3415 

cmvictorde@sbcglobal.net 

Vice-President 
Renny Snare 

1120 Tinker Lane 
Proctorville, OH  45669 

(419)979-2778 
rennyssnare@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer 
Elizabeth Bird, Treasurer 
1005 Ashland Co Rd 2256 

Perrysville, Ohio 44864 
(267) 218-0664 

chefbird05@gmail.com       

Secretary 
Michaela Brown, Secretary                           

1102 North Vine Street Apt A 
Fostoria, Ohio  44830 

(330) 604-2504  
owm1929@gmail.com 
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Ladies,  
Another year has closed and we look forward to new events in our homes, churches, and lives of those we love.   
 

It is no happenstance that our ladies class decided to read and study the book, “You can trust God to write your   
story” by Nancy DeMoss Wolgemuth and Robert Wolgemuth.  As we began the study, I knew there was something 
for which the Lord was preparing me.  Never did I think it would be so life-changing and challenging.  Romans 8:28 
has impacted my spirit as never before, “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for 
good.”   
     

The event that was coming in my life I could not have imagined, but as we studied this book the Lord knew my need 
and was working out His plan as things unfolded.  The need to trust the Lord in each detail became clear.  To know 
God is bigger than I could imagine, was working out His plan in my life and those who were involved as well, was 
huge.  Ladies, I would encourage your groups to do this study.   I can’t begin to express all my experiences the Lord 
has given, but I can testify to knowing and watching God to write my story through what He has allowed to happen 
in these past months.   
 

Even as I look to what the Lord has been doing through the OWM, God has been using us to accomplish His great 
plan. What we see is just a small part, but important, as He uses us to proclaim His story of redemption.   God rules.  
He has a plan for us in 2023.  Let’s really trust Him to use us.    
 

Keep giving towards our State Project!  We are getting close to our $10,000 goal.  We have $7,559.03.  Let’s go over 
the top this spring meeting.  It will be a great encouragement to Don and LeAnne Waite, BMM, Slovakia as they look 
to build the wall.  There have been setbacks in the construction of the road outside the church, but we know God is 
in control.  
 
 

OWM Spring State Fellowship 
Saturday, April 22, 2023  

Norton Baptist Church   
4239 S. Cleveland-Massillon Rd,  Norton, Ohio  44203 

Speaker: Mary Amesbury, Missionary with Baptist Mid-Missions 
9:00—9:45 a.m. Breakfast pastries and coffee served. 

Meeting begins at  10:00 a.m.—1:30 p.m.  Lunch is $8.00 pp.     
Please make your lunch reservations by April 16, 2023 

 to Margaret Warren (warrenfs@hotmail.com) or  
Connie Williams (office@nortonbaptist.com or call 330-825-7888) 

  
 

 OWM Ladies Fall Retreat  
Thursday-Friday, November 9 & 10, 2023 

Carlisle Inn  —  Sugarcreek, Ohio  
                     More details for our fall retreat as the time approaches 
 

Please save these dates and plan to be a part of the Ohio Women for Missions fellowships. 
God is in Control,  
Donna Victor, OWM President         

Mary Amesbury, BMM 
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CAMP PATMOS LOOKS TO 2023 
 
Camp Patmos is looking forward to 2023 for many reasons.  
 

We are excited about getting a new roof on our Dining Hall fully funded through your         
donations. Construction will start first thing this spring, along with opening up camp once 
again!  
 

Our summer camp theme is Creation. "In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth." We will explore God's 
Word to see how He created all we can see, feel, hear, and touch in six days. We can look at Creation and see how it    
testifies to the Creator.  Don't wait;  sign up for summer camp today! Our Early Bird discount is available until March 
15th. Scholarships are always available for campers that need them. You can get information on scholarships by       
emailing info@camppatmos.com.  
 

We are hiring summer staff, and you can apply at www.camppatmos.com/staff/summer-staff/. Many positions are      
already filling up!  
 

Remember, our Marriage Retreat is coming up on May 19-21. This retreat would make a great Valentine's or anniversary 
gift!  Check out our website to register.  
 

I can't neglect to mention how much we will miss Kristi, my wife, camp Mom, nurse, cook, and friend to so many. Camp 
will not be the same in many ways, but I know I will not be the same after knowing her. She helped me to be better for 
the Lord. She made me a better husband, father, and friend. If you met Kristi, you knew she loved you and made you feel 
special. We miss her, but we are moving forward by God's grace.  
 

Dave Sellers 
Executive Director 
 

Summer Camp Dates 2023 
 

JUNIOR CAMPS 
Entering 4th-6th grades 

June 26-July 1 
July 17-22 

Price:  $539 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL CAMPS 
Entering 6th-8th grades 

June 12-17* 
July 10-15 

July 31-August 5 
Price: $544 

 
HIGH SCHOOL CAMPS 

Entering 9th-Graduating Seniors 
June 19-24* 
July 24-29 

Price:  $549 

Camp Patmos 
Lighthouse Landmark 

CAMP NEWS 

FAMILY CAMP 
For all ages! 

July 3-8 
 

Call the office 
(419) 746-2214 
for availability 

and an application form 
 

Pricing and housing 
details on the website 

www.camppatmos.com 
 
 
 
 

*Unplugged 
Check website (above) 

for details 

mailto:info@camppatmos.com
http://www.camppatmos.com/staff/summer-staff/


   

 

CAMP NEWS 
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WAITING WITH GREAT ANTICIPATION IN 2023:  
SCIOTO HILLS UPDATE 
 

Solomon says, "The heart of a man plans his ways but the Lord establishes his 
steps." (Proverbs 16:9).  I love this tidbit of truth.  I reference it often in my personal 
life, ministry life and when giving guidance to others.  I especially love it in relation to 
the people God sends to Scioto Hills.  It's no accident they find themselves under the 
teaching of God's Word in our hills.  God orchestrates their steps, everyone of them, in 
such a way that they, through His providence and grace, were directed to spend time 
with us! It's the foundation to our saying, "Designed for Life Change."   
 

So here we go again at the beginning of another year of ministry and partnership with the local church.   We, 
through prayer, wisdom and hard work "planned our way for 2023" and the Lord, whether we fully recognize it 
or not, establishes our steps.  It's no different for 2023 as we study I Peter and promote "Living Hope" as our 
theme.  We planned, prepared and promoted what God has directed us to offer to our churches, families, school 
friends and beyond.   
 

The calendar is packed full with 17 retreats/events, 11 different summer camps and numerous guest group     
opportunities.  We hope to serve in excess of 5,000 people and trust folks from your church family will be        
included.  Registrations for Youth Winter Camps, Couples Retreats and  Summer Camps are open.  And as always, 
we are making improvements where our campers sleep, eat, play and learn about God.   
 

Finally, we are in the midst of the recruiting process for securing another dynamic summer staff.  Please share 
your quality young adults with us.  It'll change their lives!  God bless your efforts as you plan, prepare and        
promote Gospel ministry in 2023 as well and as you watch Him establish your steps.  Anticipation awaits! 
      Scott Bruns 
      Executive Director, Scioto Hills 
 

P.S. We have moved our Refresh Pastors/Wives Retreat to March 20-22 this year.  Join us.  It's free! 

ALPHA/NEW FRONTIER 1   June 11-16     Alpha New Frontier Camps are for boys and girls   
ALPHA/NEW FRONTIER 2   June 18-23     entering 2nd through 6th grade,  
ALPHA/NEW FRONTIER 3   June 25-30     minimum age is 8 

FAMILY CAMP 1                      July 2-7     Family Camp is fun for the entire family!  
 

REVOLUTION                         July 9-14     Revolution Camp is for those students entering 9th grade 
          through graduating Seniors, minimum age is 14. 

MINI CAMP                           July 10-12     Mini Camp is uniquely created for campers that wish to get a camp                                              
          experience without leaving home for an entire week.   
          Grades 1-5, minimum age is 7. 

FAMILY CAMP 2                    July 16-21       Family Camp is the ultimate family vacation with a purpose. Your 
FAMILY CAMP 3                    July 23-28     family spends quality time together vacationing, but they also 
          spend time together growing in Christ!  

For pricing and more information, visit www.sciotohills.com 



 

CAMP NEWS 

Hey OARBC Friends, 
It’s been one year since God called our family to serve at Skyview Ranch and I have been 
thrilled with what He has accomplished through the ministry since! It was a tough year in 
some ways, but a year of vision, growth, impact, and anticipation in so many other ways. 
Time after time God faithfully provided and allowed us to minister to thousands of individ-
uals throughout the year. Beyond this, God has given our team, our leadership, our 
churches, and our ministry partners a renewed enthusiasm and desire to get involved in 
what is happening at the Ranch. Thank you to each one of you that has allowed us to  
partner with your church, given to complete a project, sent campers or groups, came to 
serve, or prayed for us. 
 

The work being done at Skyview is not complete! In fact, we’re planning on 2023 being a banner year. Lord 
willing, we will continue investing in the camps infrastructure by remodeling several cabins, building a new  
pavilion and maintenance shop, and completing several large excavation projects. Additionally, several       
summer camp programs have been added for 2023, along with new SVR sponsored retreats, including a    
Mother/Daughter Weekend (March 31) and a Father/Son Campout (Sept. 15).  
 

We’re Hiring! If you know of young people that love Jesus and love camp, we would love to have them serve at 
Skyview Ranch this summer. We offer volunteer and paid positions, and we are looking for counselors,          
program staff, kitchen staff, lifeguards, equine staff and more! 
 

If you haven’t visited our website recently, I would encourage you to check out www.skyviewranch.org and 
take a look at everything coming up this year. Plan your visit to the Ranch this year and bring a group to one of 
our retreats, golf in our scramble fundraiser, or send students to camp! We can’t wait to see you back at the 
Ranch real soon. As always if you have questions or want to know more, we’re here to help, feel free to give us 
a call at 330.674.7511 or send me an email at jon@skyviewranch.org.  
     Serving the Savior at Skyview Ranch, 
     Pastor Jon Casbohm 
     Executive Director 
     440.989.7336 

 

Week 1 | June 12-17 
Day Camp (1st-3rd Grade) | $300 
Junior Camp (4th-5th Grade) | $440 
Pioneer Camp (6th Grade) | $440 
Week 2 | June 19-24 
Day Camp (1st-3rd Grade) | $300 
Jr. High Camp (7th-8th Grade) | $450 
Jr. High Equine Camp (7th-8th Grade) | $550 
Week 3 | June 26-July 1  Registration Closed 
Week 4 | July 3-8 
Day Camp (1st-3rd Grade) | $300 
Jr. High Camp (7th-8th Grade) | $430 
Sr. High Camp (9th-12th Grade) | $460 
 

Week 5 | July 10-15 
Day Camp (1st-3rd Grade) | $300 
Junior Equine Camp (4th-6th Grade) | $550 
Sr. High Camp (9th-12th Grade) | $480 
Scuba Camp (7th-12th Grade) | $670 
Week 6 | July 18-23 
Day Camp (1st-3rd Grade) | $300 
Pioneer Camp (6th Grade) | $440 
Jr. High Camp (7th-8th Grade) | $450 
Week 7 | July 25-30 
Day Camp (1st-3rd Grade) | $300 
Junior Camp (4th-5th Grade) | $440 
Pioneer Camp (6th Grade) | $440 

2023 Summer Camp Dates and Prices 
Register by March 15 and save $40! 

   9 



   

 

ACROSS THE STATE 
 

     
 

      Luke Williams Ordained to the Ministry  

10 

First Baptist Church of Lagrange ordained its associate pastor, Luke Williams,            
November 20, 2022.   Speaking in the ordination service were Noel Hack, pastor of 
First Baptist; Mark Abbott, one of the church’s deacons; and Chuck Pausley, State   
Representative of the Ohio Association of Regular Baptist Churches. 
 

Luke grew up in Camden Baptist, Wellington, attended Clarks Summit University and 
graduated in 2011. He earned an MDiv from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
2015. 
 

During his second semester in seminary Luke met Sarah, dated for a year and were 
married in 2014.  They are the parents of four young children, which includes a set of 
twins.   
 

 

Dan Neighbors Ordained to the Ministry 
 

Daniel Neighbors was ordained for ministry at Emmanuel Baptist Church in Toledo      
after being examined by a council of pastors who met with him on January 26, 
2023.    Dan graduated from the former Northland Baptist Bible College with a B.A. in 
Church Ministries and obtained a Master’s in Biblical Studies two years later.  He spent 
four years as a youth pastor in Illinois.  In August 2013 he accepted a youth ministry     
position at Emmanuel. Six years later he moved into his current role as Pastor of        
Families, Discipleship, and Communication.  Pastor Dan  and his wife, Laura, have three 
children. 
   

Pastor Duke Crawford, Lead Pastor at Emmanuel, began Dan’s ordination service on    
January 29 with the explanation that, “God calls out from among us those whose          
vocation is Christian ministry.  We celebrate the glory of the Lord through Christian                      
ministry.”  Pastor Dan preached a message on Psalm 130 and his father, retired            
pastor James Neighbors (formerly of Bluelick Baptist Church in Lima, OH), delivered a 
challenge to his newly ordained son.   The service concluded with the laying on of     
hands by the pastors, deacons, and council participants.  Pastor Dan was presented with 
a  Certificate of Ordination and a preaching Bible. 

Pastor Luke and Sarah Williams 

Pastor Dan and Laura Neighbors  

Reminder of Opportunities Coming Soon 
 

Saturday, March 4 
Men of God Conference, Calvary, Bellefontaine, www.calvarybellefontaine.org 
Man Up!, First Baptist, Medina, www.manuplife.com 
 
Saturday, March 11 
Mama Bear Apologetics, First Baptist, Medina, www.firstmedina.org   



   

 

                 HERE IN AMERICA 

11 

 
“Our Father, which art in Heaven…” 
 

How might God choose to unite a nation and bring its people to their knees? 

A nation where not long ago there was Joe Kennedy, the “public high school football coach in Washington state who 
famously lost his job for leading prayers on the field after games.” He was reinstated after the case went to the        
Supreme Court and was settled in his favor  (abcnews.go.com/10/26/22).    

Yet earlier this month much of America was united, 
and on their knees, not unlike the outpouring of 
prayer following the 911 attacks.  When a crisis   
suddenly arises and a situation seems impossible, 
people unite and turn to their only hope, the God of 
miracles. 

This was evidenced on Monday night, January 2, 
2023 in Cincinnati, Ohio at the Bengals football     
stadium when Buffalo Bills safety Damar Hamlin fell 
to the ground after a hard tackle.  As he lay motion-
less and CPR was administered and the defibrillator 
applied, the team visibly fell to their knees around 
him, fans clasped their hands in prayer, and one   
section in the stands recited The Lord’s Prayer together.  In that moment, team loyalties did not matter.  Any reason 
cited for division was set aside and the nation was united in prayer. 

The following day millions of TV audience listeners’ thoughts were directed upward as ESPN analyst Dan Orlovsky 
stunned audiences saying a prayer on the edition of "NFL Live." 

"I heard the Buffalo Bills organization say that we believe in prayer, and maybe this is not the right thing to do, but it’s 
just on my heart and I want to pray for Damar Hamlin right now. I’m going to do it out loud, I’m going to close my 
eyes and bow my head, and I’m just going to pray for him," Orlovsky said.  The former football player then led a 
group prayer as the two co-hosts with him also bowed in prayer. He continued,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In these days when there is discouragement by the ungodly trajectory of the culture and so much that divides, praise 
God for His orchestration of moments to unify America and turn the eyes of the nation together to look to Him.  The 
irony that God would use the avenue of professional athletics, seemingly an American idol, to bring glory to Himself 
appears to further point to the reminder of God’s sovereignty.   

Praise God for His grace in answering so many prayers to spare Damar’s life with hopes for full recovery.  Prayers  
continue for God’s grace to be recognized through this answer to prayer, for seeds of faith to be planted and          
ultimately for God to receive the glory. 

                                          — Adapted from thoughts shared by Pastor Chris Hinton, January 8, 2023, Christ Baptist Church, Cleveland 

             

Bills players and staff in prayer for Damar Hamlin, Buffalo safety 

"God, we come to you in these moments that we don’t understand, that are hard        
because we believe that you’re God and coming to you and praying to you has impact. 
We’re sad. We’re angry. We want answers, but some things are unanswerable. We just 
want to pray, truly come to you and pray for strength for Damar, for healing for Damar, 
for comfort for Damar. Be with his family to give him the peace.  If we didn’t believe that 
prayer didn’t work, we wouldn’t ask this of you, God. I believe in prayer. We believe in 
prayer. We lift up Damar Hamlin’s name in Your name. Amen.”                   
                (foxnews.com, 1/04/2023) 

https://www.foxnews.com/category/sports/nfl/buffalo-bills
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Giving Back One Shoebox at a Time 
 

‘Tis the season for gifts – but nothing can quite compare to opening a gift, maybe for the first time, from someone half-
way across the world.  
 

Each November, the Operation Christmas Child student organization at Cedarville University seeks to pack 1,000 shoe-
boxes filled with gifts and necessities for children overseas. This ministry, based out of Samaritan's Purse, has reached 
over 198 million children in more than 170 countries and territories since 1993.  
 

While Operation Christmas Child began 29 years ago, Cedarville’s student organization started just seven years ago and 
initiates various projects to help raise funds to purchase gifts for the children who will receive the shoeboxes.  
 

Sarah Brubaker, a senior intercultural studies major from Colorado Springs, Colorado, is a co-president of the student 
organization. In her role, she creates plans that she believes will brighten the lives of children who receive a Christmas 
shoebox. “I’ve been participating in Operation Christmas Child through my church,” said Brubaker. “Participating with 
Operation Christmas Child is very meaningful to me, especially when I hear testimonials from kids who have received 
the boxes and how the gifts impacted them.”   Seeing this impact has continued her involvement with Operation     
Christmas Child at Cedarville.  
 

In mid-November, more than 50 students spent the evening helping at the annual packing party on campus. Boxes 
were filled with notebooks, pencils, toothbrushes, clothing items, toys and notes – handwritten by Cedarville students.
  

“Knowing that in each one of these boxes is a gospel presentation for these kids is what drives it,” said Brubaker. “The 
things themselves might be helpful, but it’s ultimately the message of the gospel that’s going out and the pamphlets 
that they add to the boxes that make a really big difference.”  
 

For the Cedarville students, Operation Christmas Child is a great opportunity to be a part of helping change a child’s life.
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

OARBC Churches Participate in Operation Christmas Child 

Calvary Baptist Church of Moffitt Heights, Massillon participated in the Operation Christmas Child 
through Samaritan’s Purse in 2022 as well as many of our OARBC Churches.  Paul (left) and Bob (right) 
made 119 cars and trucks to include in the boxes this past Christmas.    


